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Introduction


Once again it's been fun going through these posts and cleaning them up. I can see where I hit dry spells, and at other times found a streak of inspiration.

Most of the editing has been for style. I've fixed capitalization, made sure verb tense was consistent, and cleaned up punctuation. Many of my bad habits became clear. I am overly fond of using a dash as a conjunction between sentences. I shake my head in disgust.

I discovered going through this year of posts that I missed two dates. Although I have rearranged dates previously to assign one post per day, I thought that introducing new material would cross a line. On the other hand the title of the book does promise one year's worth of story ideas. So I decided to create new material and include it here in the introduction, with notes referring back here within the text.

Enjoy. By the way the thing about the crop circles is absolutely true. Google it.





stove


Tue Sep 07 2010


Our shepherd dog was able to sniff out animals with the infection. We brought her deep into the alder forest to see if we could track its source. Keeping up with her was like following a melody in the darkness. We came upon a workshop with a liquid doorstone.





proceeds


Sat Nov 20 2010


My friend talked me into going into the tent. He had bought the tickets. At the front two unemployed gentleman haggled over the walrus tusk. Neither one of them loosened his grip. Not for any loud noise or distractions such as the silhouettes of soap bubbles behind the screen. I withheld my disgust for everyone there including myself only by convincing myself it wasn't real.





May 2010




turn of phrase


Mon May 10 2010


A translator of ancient languages has a dream which changes his interpretation of a particular turn of phrase, which in turn changes the meaning of several key passages, and will call for a revised understanding of a key thinker's thought. He wakes up remembering it. He spends the next several days reviewing the related literature. The new meaning would be consistent, but he can't find any support for it. On the other hand, how much support is there for the old meaning? He decides to assign a graduate student to the problem.





archaeology of feeling


Tue May 11 2010


I believe emotions are physical phenomena - but not as chemical reactions within individual brains, or not merely. They are defined between people, as a definite set of pairs of postures; co-mingled mists of breath and sweat; tracking movements of two pairs of eyes, in call and response. Only when all of these minutiae are fully cataloged can we say we understand human feeling. From this stance I can say that my love for you is a continuous field between us. A field of battle, with maneuvers and tactics. Or an algebraic field with defined functions, and a result for every operation. In this field I wish I could redraw the map, and move the boundary, to put more of it on your side.

(with thanks to Foucault)





mobilization


Wed May 12 2010


The acolyte heard the gates open and then the rustle and bellowing of the entering army. Someone had betrayed the city. Looking out the doorway he saw a donkey in the street, which seemed to look at him, beckon with a shake of his head, and walk away. The priests had started to rush about and call the other acolytes. He turned from that and followed the donkey down the street. He spent the morning watching the donkey eat flowers out of back gardens. Later when he returned to find the temple converted to a supply depot for the occupying army he felt scolded by the grimaces on the dead priests that were stacked in the courtyard.





fire


Thu May 13 2010


Some months later, while running an errand for the Commissary, he comes across the decaying corpse of the donkey. Irises are growing up through the carcass. He rounds up a few of the younger boys at the depot later that afternoon. They gather kindling from some of the empty houses to build a pyre around the donkey's corpse.





operating tolerance


Fri May 14 2010


An older man lives with a younger woman. Every so often she disappears for a few days at a time on benders, during which she turns tricks. He hits her occasionally. He comes home from work one day to find that she has brought a younger man home with her. He starts to beat her and her new guest comes to her defense. During the ensuing fight she grabs a pipe and comes to the aid of the older man, and the two of them beat the interloper to death. She then turns on her partner and with the pipe permamnently disables one of his arms.





embed


Sat May 15 2010


We thought he was dead but one of the children said she could still hear a hum deep inside him. We set teams to work in shifts turning the crank on his side. We didn't know what else to do. Every so often we asked the little girl if she could hear the humming get any louder. We gave prizes for endurance to those who spent the most hours at the crank. We gave up after a week, and a day later his eyes began to softly glow again. Now he can once more harvest and cut open the fruit on the high trees that no one else can.





still


Sun May 16 2010


In a small community that gets its power from windmills, the political opposition to the current administration erects a temporary wall to block the wind. The gesture is meant to be symbolic, but the wind stops. Even after the wall is taken down the expected seasonal winds do not come. When the vice-chair of the opposition is found to be connected to an enemy state across the lake, civil war almost breaks out. To restore order a performance by the leading poet-musician is organized in which the leaders of the opposing political factions publicly reconcile.





memorialize


Mon May 17 2010


Stephan studied architecture and wanted to build a memorial that would cause despair. He travelled to the Holocaust Memorial in Berlin for inspiration but didn't find what he was looking for. Lynn went with him. She couldn' explain to her friends why she stuck by him. She was afraid to attempt to explain it to herself. She stuck by him when he came back to North America and decided it was part of his project to burn down the Raelian UFOLand in Quebec. But when he was arrested for arson she decided to let go. On the bus back to Austin she felt like Simon Peter hearing the cock crow.





groundwork


Tue May 18 2010


He travelled the frontier as a promoter for a young female singer. He got a percentage of the receipts but he was also working with a thief who pickpocketed the crowd. They met occasionally to split the profits. The pickpocket's daughter catches up to him when he arrives at a new town. Her father had tried to break into a house and was caught. She wants the promoter's help to try and free him. After going to bed with her, the promoter tells her it's too risky and he's not going to help. However he's willing to join up with her in a new partnership.





serenade departure


Wed May 19 2010


Intelligences living in a simulation enter a math and music competition for which the prize is to be transported to a higher level of greater substantiation. Based on the degree of disappointment registered in the losers a second selection is made.





opening


Thu May 20 2010


A small group of strangers meet on a social network site for indentured servants - sharecroppr.com. After one of them stumbles across the admin url the group winds up in control of the site.





lasso


Fri May 21 2010


A woman sleeps around only when going out with a certain guy. After he breaks up with her she stays celibate - no one night stands - until she finds another steady partner. She stays monogamous with him, gets married, has a child. He dies in a traffic accident. The earlier boyfriend enters her life again, and again she becomes promiscuous - like he had turned on a switch.





certain find


Sat May 22 2010


First colony in space, made up of a dozen people who volunteered for a one-way trip, find a coffin on the supposedly uninhabited planet. When they open the coffin it contains a human body and a black tentacled thing that moves like water. It ripples to the corner of the room, leaving the corpse bare, and in the middle of it opens an eye. Three or four of the colonists meet and decide that it's best to destroy the colony, kill everyone there, and warn off any future expeditions.





through kindred cities


Sun May 23 2010


The legend about Zeke was that he was born on the road, in the middle of nowhere. There was no one but his father to serve as midwife, and the birth was difficult. His father had to perform an emergency episiotomy, and the only way he could sterilize the hunting knife he had was with heat. Even after all that Zeke was stillborn. But his father revived him with a car battery. Unfortunately Zeke's father died of a snake bite about a week later. His mom, who suffered through all the rest of it, soldiered on. That's the legend according to Zeke. Everybody at school thought he was full of it. Zeke and his mom moved around a lot, and the kids from his old school always found out where he moved to and managed to get word to the new school that he was a big phony.





proteus search


Mon May 24 2010


After selling several "whack a mole" style games to advertisers, Max launches a new search engine that has the same kind of 'chase the cursor' interface. It will answer questions about your own life: "Where did I leave my car keys?" - "Who is my wife seeing on the side?" - "Where is my son getting the drugs?"





reactive theater


Tue May 25 2010


Dave, out with some co-workers at a bar arcade, stepped in to a booth labeled 'reactive theater' and stepped out a few minutes later with a scowl on his face. He didn't like all the thinly-veiled references to the affair he was having with the girl in the finance department.





irrigation army


Wed May 26 2010


How Sargon, the first king of the Akkadian empire, built an army out of irrigation workers.





stroll


Thu May 27 2010


Wandering along the roads that only went out from the city, I was lulled into a state where my brain was an empty bowl with a spoon sticking out of it. I came across a lighthouse but had no matches. I sat there until out of pure boredom iIwas emboldened to use the drafting equipment that had been abandoned there to draw a sign calling for help. The next morning looking down at the rocks I saw the bones of a ship, and was overcome with the imagined pain of the sailors dashed on the rocks and crushed beneath her hull. I shook it off and turned to the opposite window, looking inland. I imagined myself installed as the feudal lord of the dusty gray hills. I imagined them green and dotted with herds.





long game


Fri May 28 2010


He kept a careful log of the upkeep he had to do for the estate. For example, the dechlorination tablets needed to be restocked well in advance. Without the routine he would implode - he found it a useful way to mutilate his weariness of life. Every ballpoint mark on the laser-printed excel spreadsheet was another scar on his apathy. He put together power point slides to prepare for negotiations with the field mice that had infested the basement. His long-term strategy was to Americanize them so they would eventually share his goals. But he didn't count on the rise of a strong trade union that took up carcinogens as a key issue.





corvee


Sat May 29 2010


He was called every year for two of the winter months to come work on the terra cotta army. He worked with the team that made the pipes for the legs. The first year he fell in love with a young man who he then looked forward to seeing every year. The fourth year the object of his afection was not there, and instead of returning home at the end of the two months he journeyed to the young man's village to find out what happened to him.





licensed


Sun May 30 2010


At end of 19th century brothels in Norway were run by the state. An official in charge of keeping track of the hygenic examinations is put in charge of the accounting as well, and starts a series of reforms aimed at increasing profitability.





flood


Mon May 31 2010


A couple having an illicit affair go off together for a romantic weekend away from their spouses. However they run into foul weather - in fact, they are caught in severe flooding. They have to leave their hotel to seek higher ground. During their escape, the man rescues pair of children that have been separated from their parents and caught mid-stream. The woman notices a TV crew capturing the scene. She realizes that he will be interviewed. For his sake, and for hers, she manages to slip away to find rescue elsewhere. He can now make up whatever story he likes for the media to explain why he is there.





June 2010




knot


Tue Jun 01 2010


The priest at Gordium drank himself into a trance to tie the knot. He invited the new-conquering king into the temple to impart the legimitizing mystery. First he delivered to the king an oracle - "Foreign soldiers will come and be laid low by a plague... The axle of this oxcart will be used as a seesaw by children... The ephemerality of power will be redistributed." Ignoring him, the new king killed the priest in the inner chamber and went out to proclaim the mysteries of Dionysus preserved in the secrecy of death.





distance


Wed Jun 02 2010


A young man drives down from New York, where he goes to college, to visit his girlfriend in Philadelphia. He is to meet her at the mall where she works at a clothing store. Traffic isn't as bad as he thought it would be, and he arrives a few hours early. He walks through the mall for awhile then sits down with a book at a bench in view of her store. He watches her interact with the customers and with her co-workers until quitting time. After saying goodbye to her co-workers she walks over to him. Later, over dinner, she tells him he seems distant, and they argue about it.





new toy


Thu Jun 03 2010


And the child doesn't know what to do with it. The child's mother is jealous of her friend, who has an older child and gives him lots of toys. So she buys the child the same toys, even though they are age-inappropriate.





kind to be


Fri Jun 04 2010


A psychologist becomes a specialist in sadism and cruelty. He counsels animal abusers, wife beaters, and over-strict teachers. One day a man comes to him and wants to be counseled on how to be more cruel. His family, he claims, is demanding it.





confiscate


Sat Jun 05 2010


As part of a marijuana drug bust and in compliance with seizure laws, a sherrif in South Dakota confiscates the only car of a Lakota family. The grandfather can no longer get to dialysis and falls into a coma. The old man then starts visiting the sherrif's dreams to find out why he would do such a thing.





tittle-tattle


Sun Jun 06 2010


In the late evenings a man compiles notes of the gossip told to him by his wife at breakfast and dinner. He keeps them in cross-referenced index cards. His wife dies some years before he does, and then after he dies his children find it. One of their children takes it and brings it to college, where his room-mate enters it into a database and bases an inependent study on it as part of his sociology major.





sifting parties


Mon Jun 07 2010


The madam called them sifting parties. Bring your own needle. Pee in a cup once you get there, and she mixes it with an acid she extracts from the strawberries in her back garden. She says it's something from the moss on the stones that makes your arms glow. Lately when I leave I notice the same small older man waiting in a car across the street.





transliteration


Tue Jun 08 2010


An astronaut stranded with an alien race who have no sense of sound tries to explain the concept of jazz using his only remaining possession, a deck of cards.





overwhelm the heart's forgetful nature


Wed Jun 09 2010


We were reheating the concoction, slowly, to see if it would polymerize. My partner was stirring and I was noting the times of any changes. "It's starting to smell," she said.

"I'll go get some masks," I said. "Damn it, we probably should have been wearing them anyway. Be right back." By the time I got back from the supply closet she already seemed very drunk. Later our dorm RA told us that the faculty member that had added that recipe to the book had been a recess appointment.





separation anxiety


Thu Jun 10 2010


A gentleman farmer sells his male calves to a veal house, but cannot bear to witness the separation of the calf from its mother. On the days when the veal house comes for delivery he sits at the local bar writing poetry.





traffic dog


Fri Jun 11 2010


The same dog disrupted traffic on the Eisenhower expressway two days in a row: April 28-29, 2010. The police finally chased him down with squad cars. One man saw the news reports and thought the dog might be his, which ran away. But it wasn't.





death in the morning


Sat Jun 12 2010


from this

Kelly tried to hold Mario up as they stumbled down the hall. It was difficult with a gunshot wound to her foot. As bad a shape as they were they didn't want to wait for the elevator. Maybe Mario did, but he didn't say so. He just gurgled and groaned. If he thought about it for a minute he'd know they wanted to get out of the hallway as fast as possible so one of them other girls didn't grab the gun and come after them. Kelly didn't think Josh was getting up. She thought he was dead. No, actually she was found in their room. With his gun. Maybe she went back to leave it there after helping him outside.





graffito


Sun Jun 13 2010


A servant girl of Rebekah travels with her from the house of her brother, Laban, to that of Isaac. The entourage stops at a well on the way back to Canaan. Another caravan is there. One of the other travelers steals the servant girl just before their group sets off in the pre-dawn dusk. Her absence is noted, but Rebekah's party cannot stop. Instead Abraham's servant, Eliezer, sends a messenger to follow the other group and get her back. It takes the messenger several days to reach the other group. The leader of this group was not aware of the kidnapping. It had happened without his permission. He returns the girl to the messenger, along with the right hand and testicles of the thief. The thief under punishment swore the girl was so far untouched. The messenger returns to Isaac's household with the girl. A few weeks later, however, it is discovered that the girl has been tattooed.





fulling


Mon Jun 14 2010


They operated a laundry service together. He was always criticizing everything she did, until his heart attack. He became kind then, and quiet as his hypertension medication gave him cottonmouth.





riddled progress


Tue Jun 15 2010


A boy is discovered in the wild. His parents were killed by raiders. He is raised by the village potter. The boy introduces innovations which his foster family reject. As he reaches his teens they tell him if he can't keep their traditions then his spirit is not of the village after all, and they expel him.





joint project


Wed Jun 16 2010


The parasite cannot be removed. It has coiled itself around the heart and grown through the wall of the aorta. To manage it he must take drugs which anaesthetize it, and to which he must build a tolerance.





toga


Thu Jun 17 2010


She had just bought a dress which she wanted to wear, but I didn't have any evening wear. "I'm not going out with you looking like a slob," she said. She went out to the hotel dance club. I stayed in the room for a while but got sick of watching tv and went down to the beach. I walked down the boardwalk until I met some locals sitting and drinking. I wound up buying a bottle and drinking with them for most of the night. I didn't get back to the room until a little after dawn but she wasn't back yet either. When I woke up in the afternoon I found her by the pool reading a book.





dreamer in the forest


Fri Jun 18 2010


Dweller in a completely natureless world, built of blocks, no sky, no horizion but rooms upon rooms, dreams one night of a forest. In the forest he meets a large ape who promises to lead him out of the forest. The ape tells him he is dreaming and that he will wake up when he leaves the forest. But first he must learn lessons which he will remember when he wakes up. Along the way the ape invites him to enter a hut where a woman waits. "Do not worry about your wife at home," says the ape. "This woman is your wife and more. This woman will teach you about your wife." The dreamer falls asleep next to the woman and when he wakes, still in the dream, he finds himself lying next to the ape. "Yes," says the ape, "It was me you were with last night." Eventually they come to a maze made of wooden walls. The ape tells him that the purpose of the forest is to provide wood for the walls of this maze. He tells the dreamer that he must navigate the maze until he finds the room at the center. When he solves the problem waiting in that room he will awake. The dreamer enters the maze and after wandering for several hours he decides that it's bullshit. He prefers the forest. He starts destroying the walls, breaking a path back out to the trees. Meanwhile back in the room in which he is dreaming the bad men who have broken into his home smile over him. They are about to kill him with knives.





news


Sat Jun 19 2010


In the drive home from his first year at college, Glen tells his father about the girl he got pregnant. She is due at the end of the summer.





purple sunset


Sun Jun 20 2010


The mission to disarm the pirates was sidetracked when the captain took ill in a supply port. He would not allow the first officer to take charge. Some on the crew said his only illness was to be love-sick. He never left the castle, though the queen would come down and sit in her livery while her messenger accompanied the ship's surgeon to fetch some of his effects. The surgeon would give no update to his condition, and relied on the first officer to convey any orders. Now they heard from the fishing boats that the pirates had learned of their captain's troubles, and were cruising down the coast towards them.





the taker


Mon Jun 21 2010


The myth of the cat who ingested every lost thing - flickering within the smoke of a house fire, disappearing into the water heater closet when socks go missing out of the laundry. It is an orange tabby, which never opens its mouth - people have seen it suck things into its upper lips, making it look like a walrus.





parenting journal


Tue Jun 22 2010


A fifteen-year old girl who was just dumped by her boyfriend is the odd one out in parenting class. Since she doesn't have a partner, she gets assigned to be a "single mom" and is promised extra credit. She decides to take the approach of skipping town on the train to see her father with his new wife, and to make him help her take care of the baby doll.





shortly


Wed Jun 23 2010


A middle schooler idolizes Martin Short. He dresses himself up as all of Martin Short's characters and records himself doing routines with a camcorder. His older sister finds it and shows it to her boyfriend with a mixture of a small amount of pride, some amount of postured superiorty, and a large amount of secret sharing in an attempt to build intimacy. The boyfriend takes it, copies it, uploads it to youtube and passes it around school.





citation


Thu Jun 24 2010


I missed my anti-aging treatment one week - I guess I just got busy. Of course that was the week I got stopped on the street. They wrote me a ticket for lines on my forehead and salt and pepper temples. The follow-up visit to my apartment totally sucked.





exposure


Fri Jun 25 2010


A fifteen-year-old boy begins sleeping outside in the backyard. His mom thinks it's cute until the first storm, then they start fighting about it. A nine-year old girl from the next block discovers him one night and then comes to visit him regularly.





calling


Sat Jun 26 2010


When Erol discovered that a crow's caw would send him into an epileptic siezure, he took it as a sign to leave the priesthood.





muscle noise


Sun Jun 27 2010


A mother, based on the idea of "skinship", tries to reach her autistic child by bathing with him. Her husband, a ham radio enthusiast, argues by analogy that what she thinks are like Morse code prosigns, will in fact be interpreted only as random numbers, radio noise in the spectrum of muscle tone.





rooftop dance


Mon Jun 28 2010


Maybe we shouldn't have been equipped with suicide kits. Some of us who made it think so. I don't. I think they were a mercy for those who found they had to use them. No one had been to the city since the spores had floated down from the sky and the forest had grown up around it. But we could faintly hear the music. And we could see the buildings getting taller. It's hard to describe the people - I call them people now - that we met in the forest. Butterfly/tree people who talk by twisting your vision. After the third night they tried to leave us alone after we put on our sensory deprivation hoods and huddled together. They tried. Or at least they told us they tried. Or I made myself think they told us they tried. I think that was the common element of all of us who made it - we could make ourselves think things that made sense.





the existential prostitute


Tue Jun 29 2010


Our negotiations in the garage always managed to zero out the big throb. To rekindle it we engaged in playfighting and waiting again to enclose the unexpected. We debated, who was dasein, and was realizing being-in-itself a mark of proficiency or deficiency?





adjudge


Wed Jun 30 2010


Twenty years later, a woman reviews the diary entries she wrote in the days between her sentencing and her state-ordered sex-change operation.





July 2010




press


Thu Jul 01 2010


A young firebrand ingratiates himself with a rising civic executive candidate and after the election is appointed head admininstrator of the bureau of philosophers. He fires all of the title holders and replaces them with musicians, painters, and dramatists. The exiles form an underground press which revitalizes public discourse.





fumble


Fri Jul 02 2010


A group of teenagers walk across the park to party in the gazebo. The girl in tie dye t-shirt thinks she's too heavy, but the boys all find her attractive. She doesn't see it. A thinner boy with long brown hair approaches her. They take one of the bottles of liquor and move off by themselves. He gets to third base when she explains the faint scar on her cheek as a relic of when she was raped as a child.





parade


Sat Jul 03 2010


A group of friends build a car shaped like Sinistar, as well as a dedicated speaker system that plays, at the press of a dashboard button, the voice samples from the video game.





Montreal


Sun Jul 04 2010


A fireworks artist drops out of art school to go to Canada and compete in the Montreal Fireworkws Festival. His father wants him to be a painter. For the offseason he gets approached by a rock promoter to do pyrotechnics at concerts, although he is very skeptical, especially after the Station night club fire.





broken line


Mon Jul 05 2010


They intended to propell the business with the luxuriant nativity. The scion seemed predisposed to correct all kinds of mistakes, but a prank resulted in his drowning.





stupefacients


Tue Jul 06 2010


In order to contain a raging civil war, peacekeeping nations develop a depoliticization camp that reduces the radical polarization of the citizenry. The same tecniques are then deployed on the peaceful citizenry of the peacekeeping nations.





strangling vine


Wed Jul 07 2010


A scientist/entrepenuer struggles to find a marketable use for the strangling vine he discovered in the Indnesian jungle and brought back to the States. Unfortunately all of his assistants keep getting strangled.





tears


Thu Jul 08 2010


We included him in the jewel heist. But to test him, first we told him that we were summoning a demon (well, a djinn actually) to help us with the robbery. The smoke we released during the ceremony was actually tear gas. It was a hazing, like the military. After he wen through that we knew he was one of us.





training


Fri Jul 09 2010


After witnessing a spectacular display at a co-worker's wedding, Fred discovers it was put on by a business that specializes in ruining social occasions. Fro that wedding they had they had been hired by an ex-girlfriend of the groom. Fred joins the team and enters training. He has to decide whether to continue or not when as part of his training the team ruins his own father's funeral.





RIB


Sat Jul 10 2010


Story of Rear-Admiral Desmond J Hoare and the first rigid-hulled inflatable boat.





intervention


Sun Jul 11 2010


Newly wed wife seeks to have her marriage annulled after her husband loses his concentration during the shivaree.





mobilization


Mon Jul 12 2010


In order to help with the war, the team is sent in to industrialize the culture as fast as possible. The captain of one mission group has a penchant for poetry. Luddite rebel groups are quickly wiped out, but their poets are kidnapped, kept in simulated environments, and given pen and paper.





discredited


Tue Jul 13 2010


He found the gyrocompass at a garage sale. The wild garlic hanging in the kitchen window was illustrative of his personality - practical, but not over-planning. Relying on what falls to hand. My aunt used to describe it by saying that his anchor was fouled. But as a kid I admired that quality of his. I guess I stil do. It sure made it easier to erase any trace of his existence. My aunt is grateful for that.





ron


Wed Jul 14 2010


Ronald is a bit slow. One day the checkout girl at the grocery store, Stephanie, sees him worrying over a list crumpled in his hand. "You seem pretty fuckheaded," she says. "Let me check your list to make sure you've got everything. Somebody waiting at home might be pissed if you get back without all your stuff." An another day he does his shopping at the end of her shift and she drives him home. Once she becomes pregnant, Ronald's mother gets involved. The mother is not happy and questions Stephanie's motives. Stephanie is the only one that calls him Ron.





watch over


Thu Jul 15 2010


The motives of guardian angels are not what you might think. They cannot exist as they do without you. If you die most are pushed out of their plane of existence into even further abstraction. Some are pushed into the physical world. They like neither. Whatever influence they exert over our world to protect us is born out of a fear bordering on wild panic.





progression


Fri Jul 16 2010


He wanted his tomb in a foreign country. For anyone who cared enough about him to visit, he wanted to care enough about them to broaden their horizons by making them travel abroad. The tomb is where he used to go parasailing. After the diabetes claimed his lower legs he joked that they called it parasailing because it was a sport that even paraplegics could enjoy. As much as he loved it he also told me that, in the theory he was developing to rank thrills, amputation ranked far above.





misanthropy cure


Sat Jul 17 2010


Curt's friend Arthur styles himself a modern-day alchemsit and sets out to cure his friend's misnanthropy with a poultice made with ant poison. Curt doesn't want to know where he got it, assumes its not real. It's not the chemicals anyway it's the symbolism that holds the power. So says Art.





recuperation


Sun Jul 18 2010


After my long hospital stay I'm depressed. I tell my pychanalyst I feel like my feelings are being preserved, shrunken - pickled. My doctor says that is the opposite of what should happen. He's worried - or as worried as you can be for one hour a week. He gives me a prescription for SRIs which I don't bother to fill. My handler has been giving me strange, unimportant assignments. I'm supposed to group the housewives I see at the grocery story into different categories. Maybe the data I gather will be used to try to influence elections, or market a mind-control nutrition bar. Prowling the aisles I feel like I'm profaning a sacred space.





through a glass


Mon Jul 19 2010


A poet takes a rhapsodist to court for modifying his poems during his performances, darkening their meaning. The court issues an injuction to the rhapsodist to keep to the original poems. He complies, and his performances turn flat, which cause the poet to doubt his own talent.





ethnography of time


Tue Jul 20 2010


He is held hostage in his conqueror's court, and he spends his time interviewing the other foreign hostages from newly conquered lands, and writing a treatise on their cultures. Their calendar, their festivals and rituals of passage provide support for his theory of time. Time is fundamental, and time is based on counting, and counting is based on breath. Breath is the most fundamental basis of existence.

after al biruni





spoils


Wed Jul 21 2010


He moves to the village of his wife's family. A few years later he is captured by the invading army and forced to fight along with them. He sees what can be bought with gold, and now, though formerly a pious adherent, now eagerly raids the temples where he once worshiped. His company raids a large temple near the local capital and he sees killed the priest, now abbot, who taught him to read asa child.





the leather-covered world


Thu Jul 22 2010


At moments of great inspiration he saw shifting silhouettes, cloaked in neon-primary colored shawls, sliding left and right. For example coming off of a train he would see this figure gliding in between the bodies crowding the station and he then saw in his mind's eye a tree standing alone and electrifying a backyard somewhere. He turned around and immediately took the train home to paint that tree in contrasting pastels and dark earth tones. And he did it - he captured the energy surging out from that tree in the late evening. It was the centerpiece of his next gallery showing.

He suffers an injury while out mountain biking, and the doctors remove a strange apparatus that at some point during his modifications was inserted behind his eyes. They're not sure what it does, but it's definitely non-standard and they can't keep him under warranty with it in there. But once it's removed his inspiration disappears.





new club


Fri Jul 23 2010


The group of men go on vacation as they did every year. After the first night of uproarious laughter, the next morning Pete calls for a revision of their club's charter so he can testify. It is rejected. The proposed change is too radical. It would be a completely different organization. If he wants to form a new club, fine. If enough members want to join him then the club will be dissolved.





overhearing


Sat Jul 24 2010


Two students, one male and one female, go out to dinner and compare notes on the test they took that day. For the test they had to go down a hallway, listen at each door, and based on that write up a report of what was happening in each room. Meawhile, the instructors, also a male and female, grade the reports together over a bottle of wine.





taxing


Sun Jul 25 2010


The tax collector could no longer work. He had found that the numbers in the documents he reviewed all day were becoming blurred. He could no longer read them. When he went to the eye doctor his vision always checked out. He could read the charts on the wall just fine. It was only the numbers at work that he had trouble with. He tried hypnotherapy but that didn't work. In fact he came home and vomited after every session. His wife believed it was because the therapist was of another religion, and was trying to prosyletize him while he was under. His vision still seemed fine for his hobby, flower gardening. So he decided to try and turn it into a business. He enlisted the help of one of the accountants he used to deal with in his previous job.





coating


Mon Jul 26 2010


The oxygenation of the river was going to ignite the secularization deal. After everyone was satisfied that the blame for the anodization was accurate, the guilty were sentenced to prefix it to there signatures from then onwards. One of them turned it into a superbrand.





windows


Tue Jul 27 2010


You left today. (I say that to myself every day.) Now I can wander the corridors of the space station, the empty mansion, the abandoned castle, the isolated island fortress, looking out every window hoping that your face will magically appear in the glass. I look past my reflected face, but not all the way to the scenery beyond. Somewhere between the reflection from inside and the transmission from outside there must be another level, a border, an interstice where you have gone. If I stare long enough, shifting my attention forward and back I may chance to alight it on this frontier as you let a wisp of that lovely dark hair slip through it.





homecoming


Wed Jul 28 2010


An English monk goes abroad in 1535 to study, and returns in 1543. He returns to find the monasteries destroyed.





tiger


Thu Jul 29 2010


My heart is a tiger and your leaving has removed the lock on its cage. It now wanders the zoo hungry after having eaten all the food and all the keepers.





schooling


Fri Jul 30 2010


The son of a merchant family goes to university with two scions of nobility. He is a monarchist at first but the two princes disillusion him. One starts campaigning for democracy, and the other reveals his arrogant depravity.





copy error


Sat Jul 31 2010


While copying a book on the philosophy of aesthetics a scribe is compelled to re-write major portions of it. The person who ordered the copy refuses to pay for it, but one of his friends buys it and then passes it off as an original work that he authored.





August 2010




farsighted


Sun Aug 01 2010


Coffee break in the ministry of information. Pal, an editor, is having trouble cutting together the leader's morning bloviation into some kind of coherence. He discusses it with a co-worker. "I try to apply the standard interlacing protocol but it just makes it more disjointed."

"Well you need a rough cut for the review meeting at 11:30. Just put something together and bring in notes for possible alternatives. I'll back you up. The boss should be able to give you direction."





the blush


Mon Aug 02 2010


Suddenly he had the urge to shock her. "Watch this," he said and turned toward the hulking servant standing at the door. She suddenly noticed the expression on the servant's face. He was staring into space. She wondered if she could imagine the daydream he was lost in. Not totally lost, however, because he responded immediately when Stephen called to him, "Mark." His eyes popped into focus and he turned an open, attentive face toward them. "Do you remember why your tongue was cut out?" She was surprised that there was no trace of either anger or fear on his face. His cheeks flushed red and he looked down sheepishly. And was that a trace of a bashful smile? Suddenly she felt nauseous.





pulse


Tue Aug 03 2010


The population was temporarily removed, scraped off like a flakes of paint to hang in the air, suspended now living in the platforms above the land for a time, to see if the landscape would recover, and if so, how. They were at first bored, then surprised, perplexed, appalled and terrified. Even those who usually pointed out the harmony in nature's enterprise of collective murder were brought dumb. They were prevented from interfering for a span by their oath, but there grew a movement that argued once that time was over, a campaign of answering brutality was called for.





the bully


Wed Aug 04 2010


A teenage boy arrives at a new school after being kicked out of three others. He is soon befriended by the school bully who wants to join in on any subversive plots and anti-authority shenanigans. However the new kid tries to figure out how to get the bully to side with the school authorities, since most of the students hate the bully, and he wants to manipulate them into hating the admininstration, too.





long distance run


Thu Aug 05 2010


Bill dropped out of track after he started dating Holly and skipping practice to be with her. He hung out with her friends and wound up hooking up with one of them. He kind of fell out with that group of girls after that but then he had kind of a rep, and a taste for girls, so he spent most of his time cruising for chicks. He met an older woman online and started spending a lot of time at her apartment to the point where his parents kicked him out and he moved in with her. He still dated girls his own age, which his girlfriend tolerated, but she also made him get a job and convinced him to start thinking about college.





stretcher


Fri Aug 06 2010


A civilian in Lorient volunteers to be a stretcher bearer during the bombing of the u-boat pens in 1943. The wounded disgust him, but volunteers get fed.





bard bastard


Sat Aug 07 2010


A fling with the busker she passed on the way to and from work resulted in a pregnancy, but by the time she discovered it he was gone, and she decided not to try and track him down.





the play's the thing


Sun Aug 08 2010


In 1593, Robert, a resident of London, catches the plague, but recovers. After that he finds that he doesn't get sick, and his gray hairs go away. In a few years he realizes he isn't aging. He has become immortal. He is a great fan of the theater. One of hsi favorite plays is by a somewhat obscure playwright. Unfortunately he is always either late to the perofrmance or is called away before it ends. Sometimes he happens upon a performance in the middle of a festival, and sees a scene he hasn't seen before. He becomes an antiquarian book dealer. It takes him decades to find any copy of the play, and he's not certain that it is complete. He still tries to attend every performance he hears about, and, disturbingly, there is always a scene or lines that are new to him. When he talks to the director about where they got their performed version of the script, the provenance always stands up to scrutiny.





fortune


Mon Aug 09 2010


An author suffering from writer's block decides to visit a fortune teller for story ideas. But the fortune teller is never specific enough in her predictions for him to have something to work with. He finally gives up and in his frustration he admits to her what he is doing. Which gives her the idea to raid his published works for fortunes to tell her clients.





club delphi


Tue Aug 10 2010


A rave DJ decided to start incorporating spoken word into his sets. He started with English Romantc poets, but discovered that the crowd really responded to speeches by the Fed Chairman, delivered at an almost inaubible monotone. One night he closed his eyes while reading the latest new speech and found that he could continue without needing to look at the text, though he's never read it before. In his next set he tries going without the text at all, just closing his eyes and reciting. He listens to the recording the next day and finds that it matches word for word that day's statements by the Fed Chairman in the paper.





sailor


Wed Aug 11 2010


A writer pitches a new tv series about a man sailing around the world solving couples' romantic and relationship problems - kind of a Love Boat/Fantasy Island/Love American Style meets Kung Fu/The Fugitive/The A-Team.





falloffs


Thu Aug 12 2010


He was king of chatroullete until he blew his nose that way.





new cave


Fri Aug 13 2010


Scott wants to reduce the monthly budget he spends on public storage facilities under assumed names, which is required by his clandestine packrattery. So he starts searching for suitable real estate where he can build his own storage.





the king


Sat Aug 14 2010


Everything inorganic the astronaut brought with him rotted away within five years. Everything that was organic in origin stiffened and hardened, even his own skin. His joints ached for a while but that went away, they were just stiffer now. He still had some headaches. He had to make his tools. He travelled North where he met the tall natives, who tied him to a rock. Small crablike animals fed him a runny paste from containers like coconuts. Some of them would become the tall adults if they were infected by enough of the silverfish that were everywhere underfoot. Some of them had their skin harden before enough of the silverfish could get inside and they slouched their lives in stunted half-matured form.





string theory


Sun Aug 15 2010


A researcher in artificial intelligence seduces Clotho, one of the three Fates, and convinces her to spin a thread of life for his computer program. He tells her that if she grants life to his program she can become superior to her sisters. This program need never die, the thread she spins for it need never be cut. There is no way to measure it with a rod, he says, since it will go on forever. But her sister Lachesis figures out a way to measure it: by width and not by length. She find its width different than all other threads and tries to puzzle out what this means.





compact


Mon Aug 16 2010


I have come to this study retreat but I cannot sleep due to the loud snoring of my room-mate. I feel it's too delicate to bring up with him directly, so I go to my councilor and complain. Perhaps he can move me to another room. The councilor frowns and evades my questions. The camp quarantine the two of us, my room-mate and I, based on a rumor that snoring is an early symptom of of the pandemic. We are invited to participate in the sessions via webcam. My room-mate of course now knows of my complaint and attempts to be very solicitous, which makes me feel guilty.





brady


Tue Aug 17 2010


A poet with a cult following disappears and parts of his clothing are found in a birds nest in the woods near his home. Some of his fans, who still hope for his return, sew a new set of clothes, which are put on display at his house, now a museum.





sweet revenge


Wed Aug 18 2010


How I used a time machine to punish my enemy: I went back to every time he was about to fall in love and I prevented it. But I doubted my plan since as his life changed his future self seemed happier and more well adjusted. I decided I needed to find an instance that would be unrequited, and to make it happen late in his life, after experience had convinced him that love did not exist. That's when it would be most destructive.





pariah


Thu Aug 19 2010


The congregation in the forest sandblasted his imagination. A few months later he recognized the interviewer at a job opportunity as having been at that gathering. When he didn't get the job he suspected it was because the interviewer doesn't want another group member working with him. He decides to out the interviewer to the company's management.





snow globe


Fri Aug 20 2010


They lived in a biodome, an artificially closed ecosystem, to protect themselves from the contaminantion outside. Careful measurement of the water showed that the amount was decreasing. Somewhere there was a hole or a barrier porous enough to let the water through without condensing on the inside.





installments


Sat Aug 21 2010


His speech always contained unpredictable innacuracies. In every explanation given, in any set of facts repeated, within any experience recounted, there was some mistake, some error, something counter to fact. If you asked him to explain it again the errors would be different. His friends held long debates about how many times you had to hear the same story from him to get all of it correct. The most popular thesis was that you could only asymptotically approach accuracy. It was still a matter of speculation if there was any pattern to the way the errors shifted. While he was in college doctors of the university's medical school determined that it was not a pscychological condition, but that it was rooted in physiology, something about some sub-structure of his cerebellum. As graduation neared he was actively courted by the management programs of several business schools and by several PR firms.





uncanny


Sun Aug 22 2010


In a world where everyone lives inside a computer simulation, people are punished by being put into a mode in which everyone else they interact with falls is depicted as only 96% realistic, and thus fall into the uncanny valley.





blood drive


Mon Aug 23 2010


Sam and Mary met and fell in love at the blood drive. they started seeking out blood drives in the area to try and meet again.





love life of the exterminator


Tue Aug 24 2010


Through the vision panel the floor gleamed after the disinfestation. The exterminator had codified the discouraging, self-regulating serenade. When he had to clean up the corpses of rats, he felt the change of the place from dirty to clean, from a clutter inhabited with the specific and the conditional to a sterility open to all possibilities. He felt it on level larger than he could touch, but he felt a great desire to touch it, to caress it in a way which would allow him to inhabit the possibilities without collapsing them to a contingency. He brought this need to caress home to his wife.





harbor pilot


Wed Aug 25 2010


The fact that her husband was travelling all the time as a pilot wasn't easy but it was doable. They had kids right away and she was kept very busy. Now that the kids are off to school and her husband is still travelling, the empty nest syndrome is starting to hit her pretty hard. She's starting to think about having an affair. At least, that's what her husband suspects and explains to his mistress of several years in one of the cities he regularly flies to. He seeks the mistress' advice on how to keep his wife from stepping out.





earwigging


Thu Aug 26 2010


During breaks we were required to don protective clothing. I couldn't tell if it was for our protection from the breakroom staff or their protection from us. My co-worker kept up a steady stream of talk denigrating the staff and in fact all the locals. I started to plan his murder. I wanted to push him into one of the vats, and I thought I might be able to make it look like one of the locals did it, but I didnt want to implicate anyone specific.





whir


Fri Aug 27 2010


He ambled down the block, spinning a children's toy that he had just purchased on a whim from a street vendor. The whir of the toy was his fanfare, celebrating his re-instatement as commissar. His exile as head of the recycling plant was ended. The first thing he was going to do once he was back in his old job was upgrade the air conditioning in his office. Then start de-boning his old enemies.





sympathy


Sat Aug 28 2010


The queen had declared decades ago that those reported by their former lovers as being jilters should live apart in a district where all of the trees were kept stunted to less than three meters tall and no flowers were allowed to bloom. At first only men lived there, but after persistent lobbying by certain mens' groups the queen's ministers convinced her that women could do just as much damage. Two new residents of the district hit it off and started dating. Part of their chemistry with each other was their mutual discontent with the policy, and with each other's encouragement they vow to work to change it. Their enthusiasm for the cause however fades along with their interest in each other.





cutting edge


Sun Aug 29 2010


A group of Neanderthals and humans merge for a while during one winter. The humans leave the Neanderthals with some sewn clothing and with a woven net. When the Neanderthals find another group of their own to join, the clothing makes them suspicious but the net wins over their new companions, who use it like gladiators in their close-quarters ambush hunting of big game.





summer projects


Mon Aug 30 2010


Tertirary colors started to bleed out of the neighboring reserve, however after a while it got boring. We debated what kind of fish would thrive in a nuclear winter. We devised an imaginary game with heteronomous crystals, which grew according to direction given to them. We listed everything we could think of that was shaped like a nipple. We read the obituaries of a different foreign city every day.





the box maker


Tue Aug 31 2010


The hero had to retart the quest with the more inconvenient sword. When the box maker saw him again he sneered and said, "Perhaps this time you'll jot down which river is to be overflowed."

"Shut up old man," the quester retorted. "You're the one in chains." The box maker was cowed but enraged. He choked on the answers he was forced to give, and after the hero was gone he wept in his self-hatred.





September 2010




metamorface


Wed Sep 01 2010


A man driving to work feels his face break apart into several insects that slough off and crawl and fly around the inside of the car.





dear grief


Thu Sep 02 2010


Dear has been giving her brother hospice services in her home. After he dies she is assigned a grief counselor who comes to stay with her for two to three months. He turns out to be a student for whom this is a kind of residency. He lived at home during most of his studies and this is one of his first times away from his family. He looks to Dear as a kind of mother and she spends a lot of time ferrying him shopping or on other errands, and making him lunch.





exasperated broadcast


Fri Sep 03 2010


Inspired by the scene in Torn Curtain that shows Paul Newman and Julie Andrews conversing in the far distance, without the sound of their conversation, Dare convinces his girlfriend Pam that pantomime is the purest epxression of emotion, unmuddied by words, and that when they find themselves arguing they should switch to pantomime.





sneeze


Sat Sep 04 2010


Although his friends tried to dissuade him, Nathaniel vowed revenge for the sneeze which he says derailed his presentation and wrecked his career.





mimeo


Sun Sep 05 2010


After one of my sessions with the psychiatrist I was able to look at his notebook. It was all photocopies. It had looked like he was taking notes, but now I don't know what he was doing. Did his pen even work? Didn't he write the prescriptions with his pen?





rationall


Mon Sep 06 2010


During the second anniversary celebration of their successful expedition Bill and Frank fell out with each other. Frank revealed that during the trip he had cut the food ration to Pete, their injured partner, which contributed to his death but also ensured that the two of them had enough food for the return voyage.





Tue Sep 07 2010 - See the Introduction.




re-search


Wed Sep 08 2010


A society controlled by drugs (a la THX 1138) is disrupted when the drug supply is interrupted. Residents begin to waken from their stupor and use the information resources available to figure out what to do next. The first thing Michael wants to know is about himself. He spends the first few days of sobriety reading about his namesake the archangel.





unwanted


Thu Sep 09 2010


While working as a farmhand for a couple Peter falls ill and is nursed back to health by the wife, with whom he falls in love. After he makes his feelings clear the wife politely lets him down and avoids him as much as possible. The husband tries to counsel him.





farsighted


Fri Sep 10 2010


I engrace terra cotta tiles which my friend sells at her tourist store by the waterfront. It doesn't take much time and I am free to spend most of the day shuffling about, letting my cat watch me lounge in my robe. It doesn't pay all my bills however, and I put in occasional shifts at the hotel or convenience store. I'm pretty sure the woman who checks in for a week twice a month or so is working as a prostitute, and i'm trying to figure out how to strike up a friendship.





nut and bolts


Sat Sep 11 2010


A foreign agent induces sabotage in the enemy army by fomenting discontent and near mutiny among the motor pool.





reaffirm


Sun Sep 12 2010


Wendy received a letter from her friend Pam, informing her that upon an unexpected pregnancy she is marrying Robert, with whom Wendy had a romantic history. Wendy wrote two letters in reply: one catty, as a form of cathartic therapy, and another wishing her luck and happiness. Unfortunately she hits send on the wrong one, which causes trouble for her with the abbess and elder nuns. After some examination and deliberation, she is convinced to leave the order. This is what, many years later, Pam and Robert's son Steven discovers about his nanny when he finds she is W., the celebrated psalmist.





serf


Mon Sep 13 2010


He coughed, as good as admitting the inequities in the food rations. Or was it a cough? I still had trouble reading some of their expressions and mannerisms. But I knew the answer. The other family had a little girl which the masters hoped would grow strong enough to bear children. I left the farm and went down to the cove. As usual about an hour before sunset the whale swam into the cove and spouted a greeting at me. I shed my clothes and jumped in the water. As i ran my hands along his flank I thought again, if I was allowed the weapons to kill this, how many weeks could I feed my family?





deipnosophist


Tue Sep 14 2010


The trial of Gregory, who was being prosecuted as a waster of other's time, as told from the point of view of his defense advocate. One particularly damning witness recounted Gregory's arguments in favor of shaving in the middle of the night. The advocate debates with himself whether to argue that his client is an accomplished (in fact trained) but unappreciated expert in small talk, or that the law is unfairly classifying speech as wasteful without a clear definition.





word midwife


Wed Sep 15 2010


Actually I don't enjoy danger or adventure - I'm the quakiest of travelers. It's not the sight of beautifully weird vistas that excites me about exploring. What excites me is the opportunity to make up new words. Almost everything we see is unknown to our culture, and as the expedition's official philologist, I get to come up with new words for them all. My favorite colleague and I used to go over them at night in our tents, sometimes trading syllables until something rang true for an item in my notes from the day, sometimes riffing new words for me to stockpile in my notebook, and have at the ready to deploy to something in the field. After she was killed and eaten by a gardoff, I couldn't bring myself to go on those expeditions anymore. But I have found new microcosmoi of emerging vocabulary in the slang of certain insular groups whose illicit behavior drives them to a develop a natural code: drug addicts, prostitutes, burglars, and theater people.





undo the puncture


Thu Sep 16 2010


The large bear-like creature smashes our provisions immediately after they drop from the sky. We must sift through what he leaves behind. He doesn't actually consume much, but he seems angered by the angular geometrics of the supply containers, and literally stomps them to bits. So when I say sift through, yeah, I mean *sift through*. With a seive. We learned soon enough to hide our shelters beneath natural shapes. I wish more of the pre-packaged antibodies had survived. I'm not sure how much of my thinking has been affected, but we all seem if anything less emotional, more rational. Cold, even. We found a reed that we could use in place of the broken needles. My goals have begun to change. I hid them from the others, when thinking of them became taxing.





interference pattern


Fri Sep 17 2010


The billow maidens, personifications of waves, quarrel over who fouled the gods' ale. The quarrel becomes physical and when two of them lock together in wrestling, due to the principle of superposition of waves they resemble a third.





cheating


Sat Sep 18 2010


He brought a little motorized gyroscope to the cafe and would set it going among the children playing at whip and top. It would go all day long. He would mark in his notebook which boys were most fascinated by it, and which asked him how it worked.





fragrant increase


Sun Sep 19 2010


A mining company plots the forced desertification of a country once it discovers valuable deposits there. The native vegetation has a distinctive smell when burned.





inventory circulation


Mon Sep 20 2010


I had been impersonating an AI for the lower tax rate. Unfortunately I had a friend over when I suddenly got warning of a physical audit of my co-location facility. I ushered her into a spare container and jumped into one myself. I must not have checked the bar code carefully on the spare. When I peeped out I saw her container being loaded for transport.





tymbal


Tue Sep 21 2010


Blinded by an injury K learned to play the drums while recovering in the hospital. J joins the band as a trumpet player and asks about the injury but K doesn't want to talk about it. J tries to use a woman to get the story out of him.





extol


Wed Sep 22 2010


K extols the lightbulb, after their last one has burned out. Only three more months of polar darkness. His room-mate J is despondent. K sings a song about light bulbs, every day, to keep his spirits up. It doesn't keep J's spirits up though.





resentment


Thu Sep 23 2010


After saving up for several months, 10-year old P bought himself a new toy, a complicated model that at the flick of a switch would transform itself in a rippling movement from one form to another: from a dragon to a rabbit to a human figure with bat wings. It was made entirely of wood and came disassembled. It took P six weeks of long after-school sessions to put it together. Two weeks after he completed it his sister accidently sat on it and crushed it.





blue sky


Fri Sep 24 2010


We swore an oath to barbarize where we could. Barbarizing teens is easy. To start with it just takes finding out where high schoolers hang out, and tempting them into being runaways. It's harder to guide them into the almost wilderness tent cities and away from the downtown shooting galleries and crack houses. But the real challenge, and something our tribe has become famous for, is barbarizing adults. That requires infiltrating book clubs, adult study film classes, yoga classes, and in extreme cases, the workplace.





percussion


Sat Sep 25 2010


In imitation of Berlioz, a conductor plays in the percussion section of the orchestra during the premiere of his new orchestral work. Offstage, during lunch and coffee breaks, the percussionists complain about his presumption.





ecstatic report


Sun Sep 26 2010


A media reporter is led into the ecstatic religious services which normally don't admit outsiders, since central to them is the use of a moonshine drug cooked by the priest and his assistant. The reporter is from the mountain foothills, where people look down on the coastal religious practices. This is a festival in celebration of the fish catch. He is admitted by a friend, well, one of his stringers. Participants enter wearing cowled hats and acknowledge each other with a subtle nod. The reporter passes with what he considers to be his in-born skill at taking a hint, that had served him well in so many other under-cover situations. After faking taking the drug, he was happy to see that some attendees stood against the wall gaping. He joined these. He knew he had his story when he recognized a member of the national assembly with his shirt off. This will be a national story when he releases it.





disqualify


Mon Sep 27 2010


M's misanthropic fuze balanced on the promise of an alternate reality game. He was careful to play by the rules, with the approved pieces. But he began to suspect others were cheating. This wasn't a simple scavenger hunt.





frictional unemployment


Tue Sep 28 2010


P has a chance to review his romantic history as he fixes himself his traditional break-up soup. His refrigerator is bare, so he goes out shopping for what he calls the 'ballast' of the soup.





transposition


Wed Sep 29 2010


J as a child had a set of building blocks with which he was inspired, but he couldn't build exactly what was in his head until he broke most of the pieces with a hammer and then re-glued them so that they would fit into new shapes. He applied the same strategy in early adulthood, when he had trouble juggling family, career, school and romance. He decided he needed to smash them all in order to reassemble them so that they fit more closely together.





coloring


Thu Sep 30 2010


W breeds small fish and feeds them food with dyes that collect in the fish's flesh, coloring them with stripes and spots. In the summer months he travels and sells them at sidewalk festivals. One year he meets a kid who shows him his own fish, colored like he's never seen before. He asks the kid to show him how he did it.





October 2010




cook-out


Fri Oct 01 2010


A loving couple takes a steamboat down the river. They are harassed by the crew when they fire up their mini-barbecue on the deck so they try moving it to the roof. They accidentally set fire to the flags strung up between the bow and the smokestack.





faceplate


Sat Oct 02 2010


In order to fund a lifesaving operation which will replace most of his organs with artificial versions, G signs a contract that allows the doctors to install a transparent viewing panel, which is made a touch screen to view several monitored parameters. He must report to back to the university to participate in med school classes as a laboratory subject. One of the students discovers further functions to the control panel.





caretakers


Sun Oct 03 2010


The ransom never came through for the husband and wife kidnappers. The family members they were negotiating with - the victim's wife and grown son- were both killed in a car crash. They tried to contact lawyers. They scouted out the funeral to see who showed up that they could continue negotiations with. The closest living relative initially asked for proof of life, but it's clear after a short while that this person didn't believe them. The victim's wife and son had kept it too quiet. By this time the amnesiac drugs they had been giving the victim produced permanent effects. He didn't remember who he was, and no one else did either, besides his captors, who now wondered what to do with him.





stigma


Mon Oct 04 2010


Charles is one of the first people prosecuted under the new law that forbids desiminating to anyone other than family members a photo of someone taken before the age of 25. He dug up some yearbook pictures of co-workers and emailed them as a joke. During the controversy someone else at the office - Tracy - finds out that Charles has a criminal record as a child pornographer because of sexting he did as a teenager. Tracy is then prosecuted for violating the parallel law to wipe out records of all of those kinds of convictions.





bonds


Tue Oct 05 2010


B talks to C after moving out of the co-op. He asks why C didn't move in to the co-op to start with. Maybe if C had been there things wouldn't have gotten so messed up. "No," C replies, "If I had been living there, it would have been worse. I would have acted as a catalyst." He then launches into his theory of human relationships based upon chemistry, and analyzes all the couples and cliques in the co-op, as well as in their wider social circle, as different molecules - acids, bases, esters.





finishing touch


Wed Oct 06 2010


J, an artist, enters a phase where after completing a painting he burns part of it as a finishing touch. He moves from painting to sculpture, then installation pieces but keeps this technique as moves between media. Soon he finds that for his larger, more spread out works, he needs explosives to get the effect he wants. This gets him in trouble with the law, particularly the anti-terrorism agencies.





odyssey


Thu Oct 07 2010


We decompose in the air, but one of us must leave and plant our eggs in another pool. Many of us thought it would be a one-way mission, but the volunteer came back. He had taken precautions against the atmosphere, but they only worked to a limited degree. He had become hideous. He sequestered himself with the poet for the few weeks that he lived after his return, and after his death the poet emerged and recited us a new epic of his journey.





mark


Fri Oct 08 2010


After graduation, before starting work at the firm where he spent an internship, P took a break to take a road trip with his friends to the north west coast. After a drunken night he woke up alone. His friends were nowhere in sight. He started begging and hitchiking his way back home. In a valley town he was arrested for vagrancy and infected with a virus that marked his skin with stars. The mark of the mendicant makes him ineligible for his new job. He tried to cover it with makeup.





ars sciuri


Sat Oct 09 2010


At a dinner party held around the open hearth of a longhouse, a group of friends speculate on growing a new type of tree - preferably cherry - with fictile wood, which an artist could mold like clay. What would gardening be like with such a tree? Would the squirrels and birds mold the tree into shapes of their own design? Would we find a great artist then among the squirrels?





blood work


Sun Oct 10 2010


The xenocide campaign was hampered by the fact that the subjects' biochemistry degraded so quickly after death that samples were useless by the time they were transported from the field to the lab. Capturing live samples, much less dealing with them in the lab, had proved almost impossible. Then came the idea of using a small device to analyze blood and tissue in the field, at or near the time of death. Initially these were bulky enough that they had to be attached to bladed weapons which were then used at close range. Then transmitters were added which allowed them to be used with thrown weapons, and work continued to try to use them with bullets.





life of the city


Mon Oct 11 2010


M is playing outside, watching ants march down the sidewalk. With chalk she draws a design of city streets on the sidewalk for the ants to march through, but they go their own way. She walks inside and tells her dad, who goes back outside with her and spreads honey along her chalk streets. Now they follow the streets, but then she wants to change the layout of the city. She erases the chalk. Does she have to wash away the honey as well? "Hm," says her father, "Layers of artificiality."





understand me


Tue Oct 12 2010


A man becomes superintelligent due to a strange form of brain cancer. He is drafted into service for the department of defense who take on his medical care, which becomes increasingly complicated. Before he loses the ability to speak and write he designs a device that reads his thoughts, though the translation is crude. After he becomes immobile, the team of doctors assembled to care for him and interpret the device at first treat the device as a novelty - one couple uses it on each other to flirt. They later before become an item. His condition worsens, and the radiobioligist on the team is afraid whether the radiation treatment that he feels is necessary will be too damaging. They consult the patient himself and the only answer they can get out of the translation machine is the maddeningly vauge sentence, "Improve the danger."





vindication


Wed Oct 13 2010


W is heavily criticized by her family for not taking any of their money, starting in her third year of college when she decides to start paying for it by herself. She has trouble explaining her conviction, even to herself. She has no objections to the way her family came by their money. She just feels an intense need to earn her own way. After starting a successful business she becomes pregnant in her early thirties. Single, without a partner, she decides to be raise the child herself, and her own mother comes to visit and tries to convince her to take some money from the family to help raise the child. W refuses, but does agree to having a trust fund set up for the child when it reaches maturity. The new grandmother begins to work through the nanny to make sure her new grandchild has what she feels she deserves.





mailbox full


Thu Oct 14 2010


A man and woman have a bref fling. She is married, he is not. He begins to obsess over her. She tells him she can't take his calls directly, and asks him to leave her voice mails. She replies with texts. This goes on for months. He leaves her a voicemail every day. She listens to them on headphones during her morning jogs and during the somewhat abstract lovemaking sessions with her husband.





shirts vs skins


Fri Oct 15 2010


Two buddies sat in the barrel of the giant gun, snorting drugs and discussing the difference between surface and skin. They discussed whether the war they were in had a skin, or just a surface? And similarly the giant marshmallow man at the end of Ghostbusters.





two artisans


Sat Oct 16 2010


In Tarkovsky's Andrei Rublev, the Grand Prince overhears the artisans he's hired to decorate his palace as they discuss how much more marvelous their next job will be. I think they are going to work for the Grand Prince's brother. After their work is completed they start their journey to the next job. Not too far along their journey, in the middle of the woods, one of the Grand Prince's soldiers rides up and puts out both of their eyes. That's what's in the film. I wonder what happened to the two of them next. Did they die in those woods? They had each other for company. Did they make it back onto the road, and could they follow it from there? Did someone happen upon them and lead them to shelter, to food, to mercy?





curriculum


Sun Oct 17 2010


Part of a conversation on a first date, arranged through a dating service: "I teach abrasions at wound college. This type of wound is generally seen in school kids - skinning the knee, that sort of thing. So we get a regular supply of school kids. We have an agreement with local schools, so that if the nurse there has such a case she sends the kid over. Of course, part of every course at the wound college is to see the actual infliction of the wound. For that there are always mothers who are willing to allow their children to go through a little character-building for some compensation."

"But why do you need to see the wound inflicted on children? Couldn't one of your students volunteer?"

"As I said it's generally seen in prepubescent children. We study the wound as nearly as possible in its natural form. The reaction of the whole child, the entirety of his or her experience, is most instructive. After all, I don't teach critical wounds. You can imagine the problems there."





interpreter


Mon Oct 18 2010


She was out visiting an elderly gentleman today. She climbed out of the small, dirty car provided by the department and put on the wig of her office. She worked for the city, assisting the differently-abled in their blogging. As she stepped onto the sidewalk she watched the car roll backward down the hill. She had forgotten to set the parking brake. She went inside and started the interview. This one was ranting about the shadow banking system run by the antichrist. Her attention wandered to the furniture. The wooden chair and table were smooth but unvarnished. There was sawdust on the floor. Had they had been recently sandpapered? A large wooden bird then fell off the mantle behind her, almost on her head.





school colors


Tue Oct 19 2010


High school students start disappearing soon after they are issued new uniforms. They are being taken to quarantine. The cloth in the new uniformsreacts to body chemistry and turns color if the wearer is infected with a new plague.





emigration


Wed Oct 20 2010


The flow of refugees resembled a thin liquid sprayig out of a hole in a barrel. It was a chaotic retreat right at the edge of the bombed city, and settled into a steady stream as it snaked down the valley towards the border. At the border they were divided into groups of the same sex. They were then sent to different parts of the country to intermarry with the locals. This was to ensure that they assimilated, and did not form an isolated ethnic community in their new host country.





flame ceremony


Thu Oct 21 2010


A young couple's euphoria at the ultrasound is dampened by the blessing ceremony immediately following, officiated by the cleric and the politician for whom the young man works. They argue about it on the way home. She knows he feels the same distaste but won't admit it.





pidgin


Fri Oct 22 2010


The linguist on board the long-mission spacecraft studies the development of language among the onboard crew. They were all using a lingua franca to communicate while preparing for the mission, but it was necessarily technical. Now that they were all thrown together in the capsule hotel ship their lingua franca developed aspects of a jargon that any isolated speaking population invents with daily interaction. Part of this was new aspects of grammar.





surveillance


Sat Oct 23 2010


Norman's neighbor dies in a fire which destroys the neighbor's backyard shed. The fire reveals that the shed was a listening post that used several camouflaged cameras and microphones, most of which pointed at Norman's house. Norman wrestles in his mind with all the possibilities of what this might mean. He digs into his late neighbor's past and backround. He grills the realtor assigned by the bank to resell the house. During the open house he goes over to see if he can find any more evidence. The house sells pretty quickly - too quickly, in his mind, and he is suspicious of the new occupant. Norman starts spying on his new neighbor with a setup similar to his predecessor.





the hurler vs the songbird


Sun Oct 24 2010


The defense captain led his decimated company back to the village and told the vine growers they must rearm. The hurler was fetched from the fields. He was marked by the curls in his hair. He was the key. Everyone told him so. They wanted to make sure he was in shape, in his finest form and top training.

The terrestrial orgnization debuted with a cry out to the butterflies: make us profitable! But their pleas were not focused, and landed on a songbird, who decided to deepen their troubles.





hurkle


Mon Oct 25 2010


G's platoon enfiladed the enemy as they came down the valley. Even though they didn't speak and there was no break in their firing the platoon all realized at the same time that it was a column of walking wounded. G kept a tight lid on that memory for five years until it was googlebombed. He found himself bursting out crying when he happened upon some found footage of the event. Crying gave him some relief, but his anguish seemed to also carry clarity, and tears washed away both. The catharsis emptied him out and he was left a little dazed, a little scatterbrained.





undigested


Tue Oct 26 2010


She went out to get coffee. He prepared poached eggs for her as a celebratory breakfast on the occasion of her earning her univeristy degree. She'll never taste them tho. They'll grow cold. He'll eat a third of one and throw it away, then give the other to the dog. As he realizes she has left him, he sinks into a panic, which is exhilirating. He is in a manic shock; part of him knows this. Before it wears off he tries to plan how he can get this feeling again. Can he plan to get dumped? Can he invest himself enough to feel this at the same time?





coins


Wed Oct 27 2010


I call out the year mark on each coin, as a kind of Bingo game. A mischievous game. Or we play it mischievously. My uncle used to play that game with me. He would have me guess the year of the coins in his pocket. If I guessed right, I got the coin. I became fascinated by coins. I collected them briefly. I made my dad drive me to the hobby store where I started out with the 50 states quarter collector, and eventually moved to some of the other collection books with coin holders. That collecting phase maybe lasted nine months. Then I became interested in replicating them, creating my own plug coins that would work in vending machines. I gave myself several splinters before I realized wood wouldn't give the right weight. I tried to use them at a store and the storekeeper caught me. He grabbed my arm and told me I would soon learn what a mistake that was. Sure enough the next day a group of four young guys showed up and beat the snot out of me. I was done at that point but a week later one of the boys came back and told me he heard my coins could fool vending machines. He wanted me to make more. They made me hang out at the arcade with them where they used the coins and told the arcade owner to shut up about it. I really didn't want to be there.





alterer


Thu Oct 28 2010


L meets a man who does not acclimatize - rather the climate alters to fit what he's used to. He is used to a temperate climate. She becomes pregnant by him and moves to an arctic climate to give birth.





parole


Fri Oct 29 2010


An unusual event distributes a substance throughout the atmosphere that changes mammalian biochemistry and turns off aging. Some 400 years later, after having dealt with population problems, society has to decide what to do with a serial killer whose time in prison is nearly up.





tenant


Sat Oct 30 2010


The building committee of the church finally cuts a deal with a real estate developer to lease a part of their very large plot of land for some commercial development, on condition that they have approval of the business there and that a moral code applicable to the services provided be a part of the lease. They grant approval to a restaurant and a kinck-knack shop as the first tenants. The knick-knack shop owner goes into the hospital and her son takes over. He starts turning it into a head shop.





milkbars


Sun Oct 31 2010


The new political party started organizing at milkbars, small cafes which served nonalcaholic drinks. They often had someone playing acoustic guitar, and a play area set aside for children. Mothers would gather there during the day, and evening meetings attracted young adults as well as families. After this party gained a supermajority in the assembly, these milkbars became the targets of bombings. The government mandated security procedures at these milkbars, but first one and then more of them resisted the procedures, which split the party. The majority disappeared and the cabinet dissolved.





November 2010




print


Mon Nov 01 2010


When I was teaching English in Japan one of my students, a young man just a few years out of school and at the beginning of his career, had a curious story in the chitchat at the beginning of class about what he did over the weekend. He had visited a gallery and seen an original Mucha print, one of the seasons, that he had to have. He didn't have the money, but he had to have it. He went back to the gallery the next day to work out a payment plan. He kept shaking his head in class, marvelling at this obsession that had taken over him, and then shaking it off and shrugging. What can you do?





natural predators


Tue Nov 02 2010


A hungry wolf pack stalks a travelling human family. The wolves are beaten off several times but eventually catch one of the children. Once the human family reaches safety the father hunts down the wolves.





chilled relations


Wed Nov 03 2010


A plague has made men unable to have sex, but sperm can still be harvested for artificial insemination. Many men retreat into isolated, sterile communities. Some successful men offer their sperm for sale, and the attendant courtships are not exactly matter-or-fact, but certainly formal. Work on a form of cloning that will allow mixing genes between women is conducted in secret for fear of violence.





dog lab


Thu Nov 04 2010


In medical school Barbara has a hard time making it through the dog lab, in which the students perform vivsection on dogs. Ken helps her get through it. They wind up having coffee the next day, start going out, fall in love and get married. Years later, Ken likes to gross out their kids by telling them that he made her feel better by cutting off pieces of the dog and eating it.





darken


Fri Nov 05 2010


A group that used to be a family scavenges the countryside during wartime. They number about twelve. Since starting as a family, they've lost some members and gained others. Two brothers, a sister and two cousins (who are cousins to each other as well as the siblings) are all that's left of the nuclear family. One of the brothers is in an opposing faction within the group. No one knows whehter the war which has torn the countryside they scavenge has ended or not. When they get to the next house the big guy starts bossing people around. He tells the loner brother, one of the cousins, and another young woman to dig up the floors. Maybe they can find something to rearm. He tells a middle-aged man to find some reeds to put in their prisoner's wounds, cause he thinks that will keep the blood from cooagulating, and that will attract vermin that they can eat. People start to resent the big guy, and factions join in planning an accident, with the house, or with the prisoner.





different lek


Sat Nov 06 2010


The fortune teller in the community of black grouse prophesizes the destruction of the entire community by crows. It will happen within a few years. Most of the community accepts the news with a sense of fatalism, and since there's nothing they can do about it they go on with their mating display as usual. But Reginald, who has always been an odd bird, gets drunk, puts on a suit of chain mail, and parades around the meadow shouting, "Let's see those crows fuck with me!"

Now, finally, he is really scared. But it isn't because of the foretold coming enemy. He is afraid for his sanity. When he woke up after his last drunk the world was covered in a coat of fine hair. He can't see it all the time: sometimes he can. But he can definitely feel it with his feet and with his beak. Sometimes when he is tossing aside stones while looking for food it feels like hair on his beak is brushing against hair on the stone, making both wave back and forth. It makes him want to puke, and terrifies him. And it didn't go away with the hangover. He is scared to tell anyone but does divulge it to the fortune teller. She gets very excited and tells him it's connected with the coming of the crows some how, but she doesn't yet know how. He starts to think she's a lying idiot.





dim sum


Sun Nov 07 2010


High school students M and P have been going out casually, as they say, to practice kissing with someone. P lands a date with J, the boy she has had a crush on. She invites him to take the train with her to Chinatown for her weekly dim sum with M. She expects M to be happy for her, and she wants M's observations on J. The meal does not go well. M makes fun of J for his ignorance of the menu, and is generally hostile.





boar


Mon Nov 08 2010


He made his parents proud with his stupidity. His ability to accumulate knowledge without actually understanding it, or to accumulate knowledgable friends without understanding them, a kind of personal adsoprtion. It made him a born leader. I had the chance to personally observe it on a hunting trip to which i had been invited. People may wonder why so many talented people gathered around him. They may assume he had nothing to give back. But I found that wasn't the case. When one of the hunting party, somewhat inexperienced, befouled himself upon almost run down by a boar, which then got away, he treated him with nothing less than dignity, setting the tone for the whole party.





pythia


Tue Nov 09 2010


It's pouring rain. Or it was. Or it will be, maybe again. The prophetess was getting off of work for the night. Her attendant led her to her car, holding an umbrella over her. He knew she was going to her boyfriend. If the council knew she was having an affair they would certainly banish her. They could even execute her. But she was confident her attendant, who was hopelessly in love with her, would protect her secret.





dugongs


Wed Nov 10 2010


P wants his zoo to be the first in America to feature dugongs. When he fails to convince the governing board, and after bringing in experts from Australia and Japan who turn out to be skeptical of his plan, he resigns, a decision he later regrets and which puts a strain on his marriage.





etched


Thu Nov 11 2010


The acids with which he etched his artwork into metal plates have given him cancer. Was it worth it. He keeps one of his favorite pieces with him to remind him that yes it was. He needs the reminder especially when collectors visit him with their pathos, sympathy and sorrow, genuine or not. He knows their collections will be worth more once he is dead. They have already started to go up in value. Maybe it would have been worth it to live instead of create, just to disallow avarice that avenue of realization. Then he looks at his piece again and knows that it has been worth it.





passing


Fri Nov 12 2010


Pagan vikings pretend to be Christian so that they can trade in the muslim city of Baghdad. But the caliph's master of spies has people looking for such impostors.





joyride


Sat Nov 13 2010


J lives in a low-rent condominium complex near the airport, among twenty or so long, low brick buildings with 6 apartments each. It's a rough area, with no covered parking, but he keeps a very expensive car in the shared parking lot. P and his friends, teenagers who all live in the same complex, decide to steal it. After the joyride they have to decide what to do with it.





ambassador


Sun Nov 14 2010


It came to the governing boards attention that one of the novitiates was very promiscuous. One of the members suggested that she showed promise as someone who could be sexual ambassador to form alliances with surrounding kings, and that she should be singled out for such training and grooming now. But older members disagreed. They were looking for someone more serious for that assignment. However this girl would be a good adviser to the ambassador, and in that capacity she could sleep with whomever she liked.





songbook


Mon Nov 15 2010


At each festival they sang new songs, mostly made up on the spot. The missionary spent one year with them and wrote down all of the songs they sang. He added new lyrics then had them bound into a book, which became their hymnal. Forty years later a music conservatory student discovers the hymnal in the school library and learns the songs. He visits the country and records the songs with local musicians, changing the lyrics again. The resulting album becomes a hit.





March madness


Tue Nov 16 2010


The male sparring in the Elk herd is organized in a knockout tournament. This year the leader is changing the rules so that it is a stepladder tournament, leading to a lot of discontent.





liberation


Wed Nov 17 2010


He is freed from his desert prison by a band of adventurers, but he must travel wth them to escape the desert. They turn out to be poor desert travelers, however, and get lost and run out of provisions. So he decides to escape from them and try to find his way back to the prison.





ice


Thu Nov 18 2010


A college student is going out with one of her paleontology professors. At a party they throw at his apartment, instead of ice he puts into the guests' drinks fossils that he has put into the freezers. She realizes that they are fossils that she collected, and they get into a fight.





the curator


Fri Nov 19 2010


The king is coming to visit our village. Actuallly he is making a stop on his way to inspect the border. We wait at the coach stage for a long time but we all fall asleep. When we awake a man is there who calls himself curator. The king stopped while we were asleep, he said, but had to immediately travel on. He reviewed our petitions with the king briefly and he has the king's responses, as well as some new directives. The king, he says, has left him in our village to see that they are carried out.





Sat Nov 20 2010 - See the Introduction.




contest


Sun Nov 21 2010


At the musical competition the judges were dazzled by Greg's fingering, but his win was disputed by Roberta, who claimed to prove with electronic measurements that his tone did not conform to the official tuning rules.





foraging


Mon Nov 22 2010


The cook for a band of air pirates goes out on a hunting expedition with some of the raiding crew. It's good to get out of the dirigible once in a while. They are over the ocean. After harvesting some savory sponges, and bagging some flying fish, he convinces his companions to hunt for boar on an island. They are attacked by a group of large predator birds, which they try to exterminate lest they follow back to the airship.





scheduled time


Tue Nov 23 2010


He was too busy at work with a very important project to process his grief over the death of his mother, so he stored his grief on an external drive, to download on the weekends and emotionally process a little bit at a time. In the same way people used to schedule time on mainframe computers and supercomputers, he was scheduling time with his own heart.





gesture


Wed Nov 24 2010


A traveler is invited to a kind of puppet show or dance, where scenes from an epic mythical story are re-enacted through hand gestures. It's a combination of Javanese dance, the mudra of Buddhist sculpture, and sign language. After he finishes watching it his hosts ask him what he thought the story was about. He gives his interpretation and they all laugh. He's way off. They explain some of the gestures and give him the real plot. The dancer joins them for dinner afterward, and the traveler thinks he sees her give some of the same gestures as she picks the meat off of the bones. He glances at his other guests who are all giving him knowing looks.





stretcher


Thu Nov 25 2010


A team of medics must get an injured woman out of a forest of various carnivorous plants without the location, sensor and guidance equipment on which they usually rely.





difference


Fri Nov 26 2010


Sisters Frannie and Annie have been living together, dressing the same, eating the same things, working the same job, living the same life together for decades. Until someone breaks into their home and rapes one of them. Just Annie. And afterward it's Frannie who has a hard time coping, who thinks that things can't be the same, that the two of them can't be the same. Not because she's ashamed of Annie, but because she doesn't think she's worthy anymore to share the same life. Frannie feels like the one locked out.





eosinophil, inc.


Sat Nov 27 2010


A celebrity hires a bodygard company, which bills itself as a "privacy agency", and which promises to drastically reduce the irritation of the paparazzi. And indeed the paparazzi start disappearing, completely enough to warrant a police investigation.





diagnosis


Sun Nov 28 2010


He was the first medicine man to ask questions about his patients' behavior and environment, in order to try to better determine the cause of their ailments. Without the ability to write his techniques down they quickly devolve into seeing sickness as the result of proscribed behavior, as he discovers when he travels to other villages.





bridge and chorus


Mon Nov 29 2010


After some years of exile he returns to conduct the city orchestra. His opponent in the election which resulted in his exile has been executed for transgressing a new morality law. He is taciturn. People say it is because of his resentment over his exile. He claims it is a demeanor he learned while working as an aviator during his time away. He becomes more congenial once he dries out - liquor is harder to get in town and he doesn't think he needs it now.





engineered martyr


Tue Nov 30 2010


A media figure who endorses a preemptive war against another country is extradited to that country, tried and executed for war-mongering.





December 2010




corn crake


Wed Dec 01 2010


A bird who made its nest in a farmer's field made friends with a goat living there. It told the goat all about the African savannahs where it spent every winter. "I have nothing interesting to tell you," said the goat, "As I have spent my entire life on this farm, which you can examine for yourself in about five minutes."

One day after the bird went off to look for food it came back to find that the farmer had destroyed its nest. "Did you see my nest destroyed?" he asked the goat.

"Yes," the goat replied.

"And you did nothing to save it?"

"No, but now I have something interesting to tell you about. I didn't think it would be as interesting if it wasn't destroyed."





scurrier


Thu Dec 02 2010


When Brian came back to camp he tried to describe the shout that was suddenly broken off. That's why the field was fallow. For the plaster in their wattle and daub huts they use the bone marrow of one of the semi-domesticated six-legged animals that are always scurrying underfoot. They break off one of the legs and the little thing screams for a second until they let it go to drop on the ground, then it scurries happily away again. They smear the marrow onto woven branches. Brian brought back one of the scurriers out of curiousity.





crime lottery


Fri Dec 03 2010


Today as Peter boarded the bus to go to work he drew an arrest ticket. So he went to the back and handcuffed himself into the prisoner bench there. The bus dropped the rest of the commuters off at their offices and factories and then went on to the court building, where an officer got on, released his handcuff from the bench and took him inside. He was led into an interrogation room where an investigator was already waiting. "I have the date and time assigned to your case," said the investigator, "I just need your information. Can I see your papers please?" Peter handed them over. "OK, thanks. Sorry, I'll have to leave you handcuffed while I go get a print out your file." Peter waited. Once the investigator returned he removed the handcuffs. The investigator gave him the date and time. "Now, do you have anyone who can provide an alibi for you, that was with you and can swear that you were not engaged in any crime at that time?" Peter could think of a couple of people, but oddly, they had all also been chosen for arrest that day, and so were ineligible for alibi.

"That's wierd," said Peter. "Did they increase the percentage of arrests? Why would they do that?"

"I'm afraid I cannot speculate without possibly committing a crime myself," said the investigator.





musings in the back seat while driving across Nebraska


Sat Dec 04 2010


The fugue in the middle of an indietronica song sets his mind wandering. If the human race became sterile how long would it take to die out? I wonder which shoulder her mole is on? Can a car's powertrain be made of plastic? I should thank Bob for putting the cap back on the shampoo this morning.





pilot Jim


Sun Dec 05 2010


The title character from Conrad's Lord Jim is working as a chandler's clerk and part-time pilot in Macau. He meets a woman who has been abandoned by the married man with whom she has been travelling as mistress. When his reputation catches up with him he abandons her, adding to his guilt.





laid bare


Mon Dec 06 2010


Alan has an uncontrollable urge to remove women's makeup. He manages to keep it under control in daily life and even manages to date women, whom he carfeully chooses, that wear no makeup. However one day a woman asks him out. She usually wears only very light makeup, so he figures it's worth a shot. The date goes well enough that at the end of the night she invites him to her place for coffee. At this point he's in kind of a daze, and sitting close to her on the couch, and her face getting closer and closer pushes him over the edge. He excuses himself to go into the bathroom, wets a washcloth, and comes out to rub it over her face - quickly, before she can stop him.





Leyden jar


Tue Dec 07 2010


Musschenbroek discovered the capacitor by using it to deliver a an electrical shock to himself that "shook him like a stroke of lightning". The kingdom of France could not make him do it again. But upon his instructions many others did. An English doctor, somehow skeptical of the results on himself, repeated the experiment on his wife just to be sure.

from the 11/4/2010 episode of In Our Time.





confidante


Wed Dec 08 2010


The husband consults his wife's best friend on why the wife has been so distant lately. He finds the friend a trustworthy confidante and confesses an ongoing affair. The friend assures him that the wife knows nothing about it and counsels him not to confess it to her. Next he confesses that he has growing feelings for the friend, and though she rebuffs him he persists in his advances, but admitting that his affair has not ended in the meanwhile.

inspired by Rosella in Fellini's 8 1/2





montage


Thu Dec 09 2010


Allie's friend Sandra has a shitty life. She just broke up with a boyfirend who had wound up hitting her. She recently lost her job. They live in a small town in the West. Allie is married and well off and wants to do something special for Sandra. She hires a film company and a director to orchestrate a perfect day for her, Truman Show-style. However, the director and Allie have different ideas about what is a perfect day.





no substitute


Fri Dec 10 2010


The fresh recruits arrive on base direct from boot camp, about a dozen of them. They are hazed by the 'sophomore class', but basically ignored by the 'upperclassmen', those that have been there more than a year. One member of the freshmen is on his second enlistment and went through bootcamp with the rest of them was his second time. He helped orient the rest of the freshmen and helps to deal with the sophomores. While he already has a few prosthetics, the rest of the freshmen are easy to spot for their natural bodies. There is a rumor - well, legend - of one upperclassman who after two years of combat duty still has no prosthetics.





cultural exchange


Sat Dec 11 2010


A Chinese conductor comes to the United States on a cultural exchange prgram in the early eighties. She is surprised to see the political dissent, but dismayed by the crime. She notes that she is the only female conductor at the school. She is courted by two different men in the music department. One is a professor, the other a graduate student. She has dinner with the professor and casual sex with the graduate student. The graduate student tells her that her impression of crime is manufactured by the media, and to prove it takes her on a walk in one of the seedier sections of town, where they are mugged. The professor engages her in talk of religion, and takes her to church with him to show her what it's all about. She worries about getting pregnant and discusses birth control and abortions with the graduate student. She tries to explain that the availability of abortion does not mean that promiscuity is not looked down upon. She feels as if she is on vacation from herself.





moving


Sun Dec 12 2010


I had a dream last night, one of the dreams whose clarity makes you surprised that you can wake up from it, that makes you doubt the reality of the world you wake up to. In the dream we went through the options, weighed the pros and cons, worked out the logistics, and made the decision to move back to Japan. In Japan we were staying in something like a dormitory. Our daughter was making friends, but we worried about a stable environment. I guess that was one thing pushing a decision. Evidently we had been staying in Japan for a while but up in the air about whether to permanently relocate. In a dream (as in a Japanese console role playing game) you tend to discover your own past actions as artifacts you can pick up and examine, rather than their being the wallpaper of consciousness, the background to all your present decisions. My mother and brother were there, I guess just visiting us and providing some clarity on our decision. For example, they agreed that if we moved to Japan then renting out our house in the states rather than selling it outright was the best decision, and they offered to help with some of the arrangements. Once we settled on the options I left the decision up to my wife. We definitely wanted to own in Japan as well. We didn't want to be stuck paying rent forever without building equity. She had a lead on a condo. I pointed out the stuff we would be giving up, like our symphony tickets. But there were too many things she couldn't really get in the states, like certain foods. My job never came up.





inventive


Mon Dec 13 2010


A staff member at Menlo Park tries to keep one of his inventions a secret from his boss.





urchin bay


Tue Dec 14 2010


After the town installs a tidal power generator it herds several kinds of shallow bottom-dwelling species, like starfhish and sea urchins into the bay, littering the beach. This impairs the recreational use of the beach. Someone starts harvesting the sea urchins for food. He is muscled out. The city government passes an ordinance that creates a concession for harvesting the urchins from the beach and the bay. The concession is promptly granted to a front for organized crime.





glamorize


Wed Dec 15 2010


Two sisters are daughters of a famous actor. The older one has also become a famous actress. The younger has taken over the ranch to which her father retreated in his retirement. Though some would say she is stuck with the livestock, she considers that she has more freedom than her sister: freedom of thought, if not freedom of movement within society. She considers society itself to be restrictive of freedom. This is what she tells a journalist in a rare interview, which her sister reads in a magazine one morning in her dressing room. She had not heard anything about the interview beforehand. The older sister ponders this interview during the rest of her day on the set of her latest film. The director comes back the next day after seeing the dailies and wants to reshoot all of her scenes. He says she was distracted.





rumlies


Thu Dec 16 2010


When you turn 35 in this community, you receive a facial tattoo that emphasizes the facial expression you have been wearing the previous several years. Initially this was done to encourage people to smile, otherwise they will be marked by an ugly face, and their business and hunting partnerships and transactions will be adversely affected. Rumly was a scowler who saw no shame in his cynical attitude, and started a society of those who had received frowning tattoos. Known as the rumlies, they became a major political force in the community, and some people began to scowl on purpose in order to join their ranks. Much of its membership is hereditary. Family rifts often occur when children join or don't join the rumlies in contrast to their parents. One son who expects to join the rumlies is instead given a smiling tattoo. His father accuses the judging artist of corruption.





sapling


Fri Dec 17 2010


It was called tree disease, due to the stiffening of the joints, the toughening of the skin, and the thickening of all excretia almost to a resin. Melissa watched her grandfather die of this disease. He was buried on the family property, and a few years later a tree started growing on the grave. Melissa thought of it as her grandfather and was horrified when her father planned to pull it out.





preservation


Sat Dec 18 2010


As the topknotted soliders overran the town they killed many of the attendants at the temple. They were about to enter the library and ransack it when they were called to another part of the city to quell a larger disturbance. I walked out and found they had already destroyed many of the statues, but the central statue was still untouched. Later the commander showed up with a regiment and called me out to have me give an inventory of all of our relics. He was going to leave the library alone, but his orders could not allow the idols to stay standing. I was able to plead my case for the central statue, and finally he agreed not to destroy it. However it had to be removed from the temple, and a sword had to be buried in its chest.





recipe


Sun Dec 19 2010


The head chef at the magnate's estate likes to use local ingredients. He uses the plants growing at the edge of the swamp in a special salad. He also uses a bird that is hunted on the magnate's estate. A visitor requests the recipe for the bird dish, but the chef refuses. He never gives out his recipes. The visitor, a powerful man in his own right, launches an effort to make that particular bird extinct. Since the bird's breeding grounds are on the magante's estate, he must do it indirectly by introducing a predator or at least a nuisance species that will interfere with the bird's life cycle. He finds a kind of mole which will eat the eggs of the bird from its nests on the ground.





natural language


Mon Dec 20 2010


A language pathologist was brought in to examine a woman who could not recognize words which referred to anything man-made. When confronted with a man-made object, she always used its natural ingredients to talk about it. Verbs were much more problematic. The border between what she could recognize and what she couldn't was hard to figure out. "Drive" was out, unless it referred to animals. "Type" was out. "Weave" was out, since it resulted in something man-made even when the ingredients were natural. He eventually decided it wasn't a pathology. It wasn't even a curse. It appeared to be a vow. Perhaps she was trying to atone for the damage man-made objects had wrought upon the natural world. He was forced to wonder: was her existence less mediated than his? Did she feel the alienation that modern and post-modern man felt as a result of his artificial world? To what extent could he discuss philosophy such as existentialism with her?





addressee


Tue Dec 21 2010


When we came back from our Florida vacation we were put into quarantine due to the plague that had come out of the swamps. When we were finally released we found our house plundered. We went round to our neighbors to recover what we could.





no surrender


Wed Dec 22 2010


Every 5 years the king surrenders to the people in a ceremonial re-enactment the victory of rebel forces which established the rights of commoners and the people's assembly. This year however the king takes a stand against the corruption of the assembly by private corporations and foreign interests, exemplified by the deforestation in the northern province. This tests the loyalty of the army, who constitutionally still obey the king but for generations have taken orders from the minister of arms, who has sided with the assembly. Loyalties within the army are decided at the company level, and some soldiers who don't agree with their captains defect to other companies.





deficit


Thu Dec 23 2010


An auditor visits a forest ranger and finds a deficit, not in the accounts of his supplies, but in his observational notes of flowering trees. He has noted a smaller population of a particular tree than previous rangers. The auditor orders him to come up with an explanation within a month, when he will return for a final review. Otherwise he will be held accountable for the decrease. He could be fired or his wages garnished to fund the re-planting efforts. As he knows, the patroness of the forest service is especially fond of those flowers.





spill


Fri Dec 24 2010


The baron had found a large deposit of phosphate mineral on his land and had set up an operation to produce fertilizer. He was shipping in a lot of hydroclorhic acid for this operation, and the transporter had a spill which severely burned one of the workers. The baron gave the injured worker a light-weight domestic position in the house, taking care of the cats. He opened the cans of cat food using the pole-axes hanging on the wall. But the worker's cousin, who was clerk in the city, brought a lawyer in to seek damages. He could no longer work at the estate and had to wait at home on the outcome of the suit.





hook


Sat Dec 25 2010


A bail bondsman hunts a fugitive surfer. More than once he has found the suspect's gear on the beach while he was out catching waves and waited for him to come back to shore. But it seems the surfer can always sense when the bondsman is waiting for him, and he lands somewhere else, abandoning his stuff. The bondsman ponders going after him in the water. He fantasizes about harpooning his board and towing it behind a jet ski. Some weeks later he gets a chance to try it, and ends up hitting the surfer with the harpoon gun.





abjure


Sun Dec 26 2010


J convinces his friends at the boarding prep school to set up a formal secret club in imitation of fraternities or secret societies. However it has no affiliations, no creed, and no charity. All it has is oaths of secrecy and loyalty. After a while, though, he falls for a local girl who is working in the school kitchen and abandons the club to spend time with her. The remaining members begin to let the club lapse until they recruit a new member, who energizes them around the idea of punishing J for his disloyalty. Showdown at the aquarium.





flare


Mon Dec 27 2010


Emily's science fair project on solar ovens comes in handy when the gas is shut off due to a gas line explosion in the neighborhood. The first rumours are of a terrorist attack, but it turns out to be somebody trying to set up an underground meth lab. Emily's dad said that was worse. The question is debated in Emiily's social studies class.





sculpture


Tue Dec 28 2010


Even the gardener's young children think the lieutenant is being too pretentious when he wants to figure out how to add skin to the animals in his topiary.





fund raiser


Wed Dec 29 2010


Through his private network of spies the government minister learns that the queen he serves will be deposed within the month. He needs funds to set himself up abroad, so he holds a campaign fund raiser. Standing over the spice-rubbed pork, he pledges action in the next legislative term that he knows will never come.





walk off


Thu Dec 30 2010


He worked hard at giving up. He was addicted to the feeling he got when he walked away from an uncompleted project. The shirking of responsibility gave him a thrill he could get no other way. The thrill he got was directly proportional to the disappointment he caused in others, which depended on him betraying a strong confidence they had in him. So he had to work a balance, being diligent for a long enough period to build a credibility which he could then destroy. He found that he had to work longer and longer and more and more diligently as he craved an increasingly spectacular disappointment.





meditation stone


Fri Dec 31 2010


Before they left his father sent him out to harness the mules. He calmed them down by feeding them a little angelica from the garden. As they chewed he listened to the moos from the barn. He took a small stone out of his pocket and looked at it. As he looked at it he imagined the death of the mule. Then the death of the cows in the barn. Then the death of his father, and the rest of his family. Finally his own death. He called it his death stone. He found this exercise gave him a fresh perspective on any situation.





January 2011




false writing 1


Sat Jan 01 2011


At the beginning of writing, when it primarily served to mark grain for storage, a vandal has changed all of the symbols on the clay pots holding the kingdom's grain, and then murdered all of the scribes who could decipher them.





false writing 2


Sun Jan 02 2011


A prisoner falls in love with the woman who delivers new books to the prison library. She rebuffs him in person, but meanwhile begins a romantic correspondence with him.





grasping


Mon Jan 03 2011


Two mountain climbing companies open at the base of a mountain, catering to less experienced climbers looking for a guided expedition. Part of the fierce competition between them is the placing and maintenance of their own pitons, or metal spikes, driven into in one particuilar cliff-face, and the sabotage of their rival's.





mourning debate


Tue Jan 04 2011


The owner of the apartment block dressed the statue in the courtyard in mourning raiment after the loss of the colony to plague. Some tenants found it offensive, because it reduced the colonists to the fashion of a lawn goose. Others felt that the whole project of the colony was misguided and didn't feel any memorial was warranted. They attempted to remove the decoration, or to petition the landlord to remove it. But some agreed with the landlord's sentiments.





heard on the news


Wed Jan 05 2011


They had known each other since the third grade. Eleven years. They had been dating for a year. They were on a day trip to downtown, walking in Grant Park just opposite Buckingham Fountain. She dropped her bottle into the lake. "I'll get it," he says, and jumps in. Did she drop it as a joke, or a dare? She'll regret it even if she didn't. A current took him. The fire department in full scuba gear was there a half an hour later, pulling him out. He was pronounced dead at Northwestern Hospital. I can't help but wonder if she dreads what stupid jokes will be told back home.





dead birds in the news


Thu Jan 06 2011


Police went door to door in Beebe, Arkansas to finish collecting the thousands of birds that fell from the sky on New Year's Eve. I wonder if some of the residents didn't want to hand over the carcasses. Reports conflicted on whether the bodies showed signs of trauma. The most reported theory is that they were firghtened into haphazard collisions by a load noise, likely fireworks. If I were in a bird-shooting competition that would sure give me some ideas. But I would have to hope that the judges weren't able to tell if my birds were shot before or after death.





caryatid


Fri Jan 07 2011


She called him over to sit with her at lunch one day. After spending a few days learning the superficialities of each other's identities they got down to the businessof heavy petting. Every noontime they would sit between the caryatids in the rear of the high school's library. Kisses tasted like nothing he had tasted before. He liked the taste. He built his knowledge of female anatomy by touch. She wouldn't touch him but he didn't mind, he loved watching her climax, and he held that face in his mind when he took care of himself after school. When he asked about getting together outside of school her face darkened and she said her parents wouldn't allow it. When he told her that his schedule was changing for second semester and that they wouldn't be in lunch together anymore her features turned to ice. All wamrth drained from her eyes, and she walked away. They never spoke again. She moved that spring. He didn't believe the rumours that she got pregnant and went to live with an aunt to raise the baby.





transmittal


Sat Jan 08 2011


My commander nodded his assent for me to pass the information to the hibernating factfinders. Unfortunately it wouldn't do us any good. All we could do was have a drink and wait for the water to fill the room. While we waited I reflected on my divorce with mixed feelings. Clearly my wife would have been better off if we had stayed married, but if we hadn't gotten divorced my son might never have left the country and escaped this disaster.





heist


Sun Jan 09 2011


The clumsy mis-shapen man salted his lies with truths and with assertions undisprovable, and made solid our desire. He convinced us to help steal gracefulness from the druids. As fellow robbers we felt we deserved our share, but he refused to reconcile and glided off alone.





judgement


Mon Jan 10 2011


Being an outpost town, we don't have an adjudicator of our own, and we have to send away to the regional capital for judgements. So when Ruth brought charges against Paul after the spring dance, for a lack of honor (he had improperly asked for a kiss during the ride home instead of at the door), we sent off to get a sentence. Three weeks later a man briefly stepped off a train that was passing through to hand over the sentence: cut off Paul's hand. It seemed excessive, and some of us had to wonder if the paperwork got fouled up somewhere in the department building. But the paperwork was in order. We carried out the sentence. The next week an official stopped in the town and heard of the incident. He wrote us up again, for the same charge - depending on distant judgement obivously disproportionate to the crime was showed a lack of judgement, mercy ...and honor. It seemed only fair to let the original defendant cut off the hand of the local administrator on the assumption of a parallel sentence.





detour


Tue Jan 11 2011


Our train back from vacation was stopped and we were transferred to a bus which proceeded to the decontamination station, at the only place with the vats big enough. It had first been a palace, and the vats had been used to baptize gladiators. Upon industrialization it had been turned into a chemical plant. When we got there it was closed. Someone had driven their car into the side of the place, and there was a crack in the protective casing over the wall. They couldn't decontaminate us but we were still under quarantine, so after radioing for instructions the bus driver drove us to a nearby school which was being converted to a barracks.





theology


Wed Jan 12 2011


According to the national constitution, the legislation passed by the upper chamber must be constrained by the scripture or articles of faith professed by the minority party. An activist gets elected and declares a new party with himself the only member, therefore necessarily the minority and entitled to determine the holy book. The book he chooses is in a foreign language and, he says, according to his faith must not be translated. He challenges the body that they cannot conduct any business since they cannot know whether it will contradict his faith or not.





empty pistol


Thu Jan 13 2011


When I was a kid an edutainment program convinced our family to try re-introducing native crops on our property, but the pests that were attracted ate holes through our roof, and our yard was littered with moulted cartiliginous exoskeletons. Since then I have thought of nature and man as in a Mexican standoff, but one of our pistols is unloaded.





pack


Fri Jan 14 2011


Wolves are wary creatures. In any given photograph of a group of wolves, you will see at least one of them looking at the camera. In that way they are like cops. They must want to say, "You can't film here," and "Put the camera away." A group of wolves find a human body under a tarp, and pick at the carcass without displacing the covering. They come back on subsequent nights to see if more bodies will be given out. When they are, they move their attention to the person depositing the bodies.





traitor


Sat Jan 15 2011


Shortly after a successful campaign to grant dolphins "sentient rights" euqivalent to human rights under UN treaties, a dolphin that had been trained to detect sea mines is court-martialed and charged with treason.





harness


Sun Jan 16 2011


A chattel slave in a group used as beasts of burden and to pull plows boasts to his fellows when he is given a new harness with finely worked bronze rather than the ungainly wooden harnesses they must use. But they all despise him as the master's catamite.





bauble


Mon Jan 17 2011


He claimed to be a time traveller. He was stocky, and had dark close-cropped hair. He worked as a bouncer. He was fond of cigars, which he said you couldn't get in the future. He had a piece of jewelry dangling from his wrist: it was implanted in his arm, or rather, it was attached to something implanted, and parts of it stuck out of his skin like chains and dangled there. Part of it was a kind of timepiece, part of it he said was a communications device, part of it was some kind of monitor, which would change color when he got drunk or sick. One day the communications bauble lit up. He said he had to go meet someone. He didn't return, but a different man did: thinner, a little taller with long gray hair. But he semed to have all of the other man's memories.





upstairs neighbor


Tue Jan 18 2011


Drew discovers that the apartment above him is being used as a love nest - a married man has rented it to host trysts with his mistress. Drew decides to try and blackmail him.





house call


Wed Jan 19 2011


The island farmer's bull dies, and he needs a stud. He travels to the next island to convince the friend with whom he fell out several years ago to loan him his stud bull. He must then deal with the logisitics of the getting the bull over to his island.





lark


Thu Jan 20 2011


A college student gets stumbling drunk and spends the day yelling at people on a street corner, which doesn't go down well with the people already doing that. He then has to deal with the boss who runs all the beggars in the neighborhood.





Octopus's Garden


Fri Jan 21 2011


The Beatles must face the horror of knowing the unknowable when the yellow submarine is buffeted by sudden currents from an undersea earthquake, and from the inky depths Cthulhu reaches up to pull their craft down to the sunken necropolis of R'lyeh.

with thanks to Doug Shaw





The Yellow Submarine being dragged to hell by Cthulhu




circulation


Sat Jan 22 2011


I think I could save more money if I didn't experience physical release when shopping, as if like Danae I were being made love to by the slack peeking out from behind matter's curtain in the brief instant when badly-needed money is transferred out of my hand and into some distracted, uncaring shopkeeper whose children will spend it on costume jewelry, game cards, and drugs. They're just going to waste it like I just did when I signed up for four installments to pay for the next useless piece of junk on an infomercial. That's why I feel justified, part of a circle of life, when I rob those teenagers, snotty girls and nerdy guys, as they go in and out of the mall.





metallic


Sun Jan 23 2011


They started grinding very fine meal by mixing grains of metal with the corn, then pulling out the metal with a magnet. The magnet starts to grow weaker, and while ingesting the metal makes several of them ill, some note that having the metal grains mixed in the meal allows for new methods of cooking, if you can separate out the metal afterwards. An entrepreneur devises a home magnet for the purpose, but it depends for a makret on a new milling process that leaves the metal in.





pet


Mon Jan 24 2011


During his hospitalization he was given a pet, a small pear-shaped animal whose stubby limbs would grow longer in pace with his recovery. Keeping up with it as it became more agile would spur him to rehabilitative activity. Once he was fuly recovered he really didn't want it any more, but it was illegal to put it down or give it away. He kept it in another part of the house and then finally in the backyard shed so that he didn't hear its lonely weeping.





allergens


Tue Jan 25 2011


The newly dscovered plant, an evergreen, proves prolific and spreads. Once it reaches a certain population its spores start to sicken people. The drugs to counteract it are cheap but cause impotence. To procreate people must try to put up with severe illness, or visit a clean environment which is expensive to maintain.





message


Wed Jan 26 2011


Shipwrecked with a telescreen that's connected to chat roullette.





organ failure


Thu Jan 27 2011


The party organ challenges the administration over the premier's private scandal. The party fires the editor, but he refuses to go. He is locked out, but he has the newspaper unions on his side. They destroy the presses. In order to get the paper running again the party must find another press, and they go to one of the smaller papers. Meanwhile the editor is also trying to go to another newspaper, but he is warned away and flees the country. The union is also purged. Many are killed and more are arrested and sent to labr camps. The editor makes good his escape and in his exile writes a book about the whole affair. He goes on a book tour to promote it, and the cocktail parties intensify his feeling of impotence. His agent must talk him out of suicide several times and finally gets him admitted quietly into a private hospital.





revelation


Fri Jan 28 2011


Gus goes out to the wilderness on a vision quest, but Fred, his spiritual guide, seems to just treat it as a camping trip, a chance to get drunk away from the townsfolk. After two days of relaxing, during which Gus has been waiting for either revelation or direction, Fred asks, "Have you thought about what you're going to tell the people you saw?"





curative


Sat Jan 29 2011


In 1552 the great gambler and mathematician Girolamo Cardano came to Scotland to treat Archbishop Hamilton's asthma. What skepticism must Cassanate, his Excellency's physician, have had to overcome to invite the rascal. But he was at the end of his rope.





greetings


Sun Jan 30 2011


As part of her lesson on random numbers, a British schoolteacher assigns her class to write letters to ERNIE, the computer used to generate the winning premium bond numbers. Most write asking questions about how it does its job. One child, however, writes a letter of condolence to the previous version of ERNIE on his replacement.





mesmerizing


Mon Jan 31 2011


The company hired a mesmerist to hypnotize the staff into not feeling the cold. As part of his procedure he puts a cloth over both of your heads, his and yours, so you are cloaked in darkness, and can only hear his voice, and his breathing. Your breathing mixes together. You cannot see the water condensing on your two breaths, but you can sense it. You imagine your exhalations intermingling under that cloth. You smell his breath – it is minty.



Leo couldn’t remember anything past that, but as a side effect of this hypnotism, he stopped frequenting prostitutes.





February 2011




garden


Tue Feb 01 2011


He filled a discarded tire with dirt, and planted a rose bush. The neighborhood was inspired to turn the entire lot into a garden. He thought he had become a hero, but it didn't stop the bullying at school. In a fit of resentment he tore up the garden. In order to hide the fact that he was the culprit he had to destroy his roses as well.





fleece


Wed Feb 02 2011


During the second Russo-Turkish war, the captain of a Russian warship in the Black Sea, after being separated from the fleet in the storm of 1787, happens upon the ruins of an ancient port which he becomes convinced is Colchis, visited by Jason and his Argonauts of legend.





offering


Thu Feb 03 2011


Section out the limestone and carve out a limestone pillar. Altar, rather. Introduce heat. Put it in a fire. Split two whole eggplants and put them on top. Srip the blood of a dove over the eggplants. That's what the recipe called for. She used the juices of a butchered gamehen from the grocery store, which later made a nice change of pace for dinner. But later she worried over her substitution. Would the gods be angry? She started to have dreams about it, then they became nightmares. She decided she needed to see her priestess. This would probably be expensive.





Servetus


Fri Feb 04 2011


Michael Servetus denied the trinity and was tried and convicted in absentia by the French Inquisition. But it wasn't the Catholic church who wound up executing him. He was also decried as a heretic by John Calvin, with whom he held a spirited debate through the mail. Why did he visit Geneva? Why did he attend one of Calvin's sermons, where he could be easily recognized and denounced?





charges


Sat Feb 05 2011


Michael receives a call from the hospital. His octogenarian mother is there. She has been in an accident, but she's okay. He goes to pick her up, and the police are there. They tell him about the accident. His mother lost control of her car on the downward ramp of a parking garage and struck several pedestrians. At least two of them are confirmed dead. The police are there to arrest his mother. She is being charged with manslaughter and reckless homicide. Now Michael must get a lawyer.





climb


Sun Feb 06 2011


Climbing up out of the clouds felt like ascending into the realm of the gods. Jay suddenly believed the team leader's arrogance was justified. The geocaching entrance test was worth it. Drilling pitons into the firefighters' practice building was worth it. He looked down to Pete below him to say something about it before reminding himself conversation was impossible. Then he felt the rope go limp below him.





dream


Mon Feb 07 2011


She asks him why he never spends the night, and he says she wouldn't believe him if he told her. Finally she convinces him to open up. He is afraid of what he might do to her as she dreams.

He had trouble sleeping as a young child. After taking him to several doctors his parents found a sleep research center which promised to help. The researcher noticed that when the boy slept with others, the other children's brain activity was altered in peculiar way. He decided to try it himself. The researcher discovered that he could use the child to make his dreams more detailed, more animated, and more supple to his control. The researcher became hooked on the dreams the child was able to let him have, and finagled custody of the child away from his parents.

Eventually the child grew tired of being used as someone else's drug, and as he explored on his own the limits of his power, found a way to kill his adopted guardian. That was just the year before and he has been living alone since. He doesn't know what he might do to someone who has never been exposed to his effects, but she convinces him that they should see what happens.





piquance


Tue Feb 08 2011


In 1912 Wilbur Scoville, working at Parke Davis, developed the Scoville Organoleptic Test to determine how spicy a given pepper is. Take the pepper, dry it, extract the capsaicin (the chemical which causes the spiciness) into an alcohol oil, and then dilute it with sugar water until it is barely detectable to a group of five tasters. The amount you have to dilute it gives you the Scoville rating of how spicy it is. What I'm curious about is, who was on the first tasting panel for his test? Co-workers in the lab? Professional tasters employed by Parke Davis? Recruited members of the public? Prisoners? Interns? Students?





rhapsode


Wed Feb 09 2011


On his way to compete in a religious festival, a rhapsode stops in a small town to do a perfunctory reading in its square. He is surprised to find in this backwater a wealthy citizen who is a connoisseur of poetry. The wealthy citizen persuades him to forgo the festival and to stay under the citizen's patronage. His new patron encourages the rhapsodist to form a romantic relationship with one of his two adolescent sons. The rhapsode solicits the citizen to wage a political campaign to change the law to allow rhapsodes to improvise, so that they do not have to adhere to a written text.





transport


Thu Feb 10 2011


The first trans-oceanic voyage of a fish bio-engineered to carry passengers goes awry when the fish enters into a breeding frenzy.





whisper


Fri Feb 11 2011


The boy made a bargain: he agreed to stay a boy forever and play with the toy, if the toy agreed not to use its powers to harm his family. "Thanks," said the toy. "Now I'll tell you a secret. Lean close." The toy's eyes and tongue started to spin. "The point at infinity actually can be reached. He is just playing hard to get. He wants you to reach him. I can tell you how."





traveller


Sat Feb 12 2011


He slept hanging from the bottom of the craft as it rode along a filament. He had been travelling so long that he had forgotten the purpose of his journey. It was recorded somehwere in his craft, and he had faith he could retrieve it when he reached his destination, but he no longer wondered how he could know that he had arrived. He didn't even wonder if the filament had an end. He fished for youth from the surrounding country, and satisfied his appetites upon them. He began to see visions of his helmeted god, but the god never spoke, neither to absolve nor inspire. He was thrown back upon his own yearnings to chart his course.





first impression


Sun Feb 13 2011


She scheduled the interview during her estrous cycle, assuming she would be interviewed by a man. The hiring manager was a woman.





sensation


Mon Feb 14 2011


Teddy felt the heat in the hair on his forehead, and saw the fur on his arms burst into color. He looked down at his chest and saw the needle flowers starting to bloom there. He looked back at the newspaper. The comic strip characters stuck out long tongues, and their eyes smeared down the page. He knew what was coming, but his stomach still flipped as he was pulled from his parlor. He found himself next to a young man. He knew right away it was self-inflicted. Usually he hated suicides. But looking around he saw several of the others: the pigeon, the raccoon, even the snake. Then he found out that this young man was setting himself on fire - but not out of fear, out of courage somehow. This was going to be something extraordinary. He raised his ax and swung it at the base of the spine to start delivering the chills.





chills


Tue Feb 15 2011


In September 1877 Tchaikovsky attempted suicide by throwing himself into the Moscow River. Actually he just kind of waded in, hoping through the cold and exposure to make himself sick enough to die. His servant at the time, Aleksei Ivanovich Sofronov, must have faced some chilly criticism from other servants within and outside the household for not only failing to keep his master safe, but also for allowing him to embarass himself. If only Aleksei's older brother Mikhail were still with him.





stone


Wed Feb 16 2011


My son came home from school with a geology project. He had to find examples of the three different kinds of rocks. We didn't have many igneous rocks in our neighborhood but I remembered seeing one in the rear corner of the backyard. I put on my boots and navigated through the grid of mud pits I had set up. Standing in the corner where I was going to dig up the rock was a young woman.





grapple


Thu Feb 17 2011


The keeper of a private aquarium goes on an expedition to gather more animals to exhibit. He is threatened by a shark, but saved when an octopus attacks the shark. He captures the octupus and brings it back to his aquarium. During a special exhibition the octopus attacks a small boy, who drowns. The owner is then prosecuted.





oceanic


Fri Feb 18 2011


In the dream she is wandering through an unfinished building, which is still just steel frames. She is looking for a glowing red hot ball, and a voice is repeating a rhyme which she can't quite make out. She wakes up feeling hot and sweaty - she has wet the bed and she has a slight taste of butyric acid in her mouth. This starts to recur, frequently. When her husband asks if they should get some rubber sheets she isn't sure if she should take it as concern or frustration.





attendance


Sat Feb 19 2011


One Saturday afternoon, as I was digging up part of the backyard in preparation for installing a basketball court, I found a large hole that had been hidden by the grass. At first I guessed it belonged to a raccoon, a possum, or some other medium-sized mammal. But suddenly comes floating up, with marshmallows falling out of her overladen arms, a plump fairy. Now she hangs out and watches TV with me. "You coming to the processional next week?" she asks, while putting cheese on a cracker.

"Remind me why I should?" I say.

"To show respect for our community, and thus that you are not a threat that needs to be dealt with."





bamboo


Sun Feb 20 2011


Now they have bamboo that grows stronger than steel, and it's taken over part of the meadow. The pasture has been grazed down, and won't spring back anymore. The livestock cannot eat the bamboo, which is why it flourishes so. I hear they're working on a cow that can digest it, but somebody should be afraid that it will eat the building they birth it in. I'm trying to save up for a saw that will cut it, but I don't think I'll get there before we go bust.





metaphase


Mon Feb 21 2011


A group of multi-generational interstellar colonists splits into two communities when it reaches a certain size. The process was modeled by the forefathers of the expedition after biological cell division. One crucial part of the split into two groups is called the metaphase: everyone is paired or grouped with others of similar job or function within the colony, and then each pair or group is divided one to colony A, the other to colony B. But this time a group is unhappy with the division and tries to take power to prevent it.





chemical dioptemeter


Tue Feb 22 2011


You go to the optometerist, he puts some drops in your eyes, shows you a two-to-four minute movie of letters and shapes going in and out of focus. At the end he comes back from hitting on the receptionist and wipes your eyes to pick up the crust that has dried on the corner of your eyes. He drops that into a machine which spits out your prescription. Now do you want glasses, contacts, laser surgery, or chemical surgery? You can't get any heads up display with the last two. Yet.





translation


Wed Feb 23 2011


An expatriate asks his girlfriend to translate a letter he received in the mail. It's from his doctor, informing him that he has tested postivie for an STD.





repellant


Thu Feb 24 2011


A former political figure whose career was ended by a scandal hires a mentally unstable bodyguard whose frantic rantings successfully deter anyone from bothering him.





job system


Fri Feb 25 2011


After playing through several simulations, youth come of age must choose between (a) being sterilized and entering the workforce and consumer culture, or (b) sign up for a more austere, regimented life raising children, with voting privileges after several years.





epigraphs


Sat Feb 26 2011


The monuments explaining radioactive waste will have to last for at least 10,000 years. The examples we have of man-made structures that have lasted 10,000 years can be counted on one hand, and we don't fully understand them. One engineer was working to make the markings as permanent as possible, based on ideas he had about how hair clumps together in such a way that you can pick up a clump of cut hair as a single item. He wanted to find and use a similar property to make the lettering on his inscriptions self-repairing. He died after his synthetic liver reacted badly to antibiotics (a flaw of many early synthetic organs). His daughter-in-law took over for his work after his death and as a side effect was able to use the results to restore monuments from pre-historic sites such as Gobleki Tepe and Nevali Corli.





some kind of fire


Sun Feb 27 2011


I made plans to take a piece of it - to copy it, so I could spread its influence to my group. But my research showed that while splitting it was possible, the process would take a long time. I would have to have access to it during that time. So I tried to take it away from you. You caught me in the attempt and I wound up extinguishing it. I blame you for not sharing it.





sun pilot


Mon Feb 28 2011


A rival trading concern plants a spy in a caravan. He tries to sabotage the return voyage in the middle of the desert, breaking the astrolabe and blinding the camel drivers. He plans to rendevous with another company of his empoyer's men.





March 2011




windbreak


Tue Mar 01 2011


The seaside town was surrounded by an artificial hill topped with a defensive all and trees. When the city is beseiged, the king chops down the trees to so the enemy can't climb them or set them on fire. After the seige was over the first thing he does is to replant the trees.





Genji in exile


Wed Mar 02 2011


He tries to see the value in the lives of the peasants on this island. There are even several beautiful women here. But even they only ever want to hear about the soap operas in the capital.





provision of mercy


Thu Mar 03 2011


The company was trapped in a ravine and food was running low. We could smell the enemy's cooking fires. They approached in truce and offered us smoked meat, then showed us that it came from our fallen comrades.





piercing


Fri Mar 04 2011


From the body modifications during her time as a runaway she kept only two piercings in her left ear. She told people it was to remind her not to date guys with a temper.





new pharoahs


Sat Mar 05 2011


A large underwater facility is built to excavate the sunken ruins of Alexandria. The working party lose contact with the outside world for an extended period of time, and suspect that there has been some cataclysm. Meanwhile they have taken to living in the buildings that they have unearthed.





48 pounds


Sun Mar 06 2011


Two British soldiers debate how they will spend the 48 pounds they received as prize money for burning down the Old Summer Palace of Beijing in 1860.





match


Mon Mar 07 2011


A man needs a kidney transplant, so his family is tested for compatibility. He finds that one of his two sons is not a genetic match - that is, he is not the biological father.





recipe book


Tue Mar 08 2011


He misplaced his pharmacological diary, in which he had recorded all of the drugs he had tried and their psychotropic effects in several combinations. Could he start anew to discover the proper formula when wanted to put himself in a particular frame of mind? He found he could not rebuild this work; he no longer had the focus. Thankfully, a young girl found his book. But she refused to simply return it. He was in her power - only after performing her errands was he permitted to ask her for what combinations to take for the desired state: I need to be brave tomorrow, or tonight I would like to be reflective. Of course being a young girl she was capricious, and would give him the wrong ingredients for her own amusement.





discrimination


Wed Mar 09 2011


The thing that would piss her off about him was that he would mash all his food together before putting it in his mouth, and then wear a look of climax on his face as he chewed. Which made her wonder about their love life as well. And then everything else. How did he divide the things she did for him, or was it an undifferentiated mass? Did it matter what she did? That she was she?





milk in coffee


Thu Mar 10 2011


Before I left for the war the climax I had with my girlfriend was my peak experience. It was eclipsed the first time I hit something with the anti-aircraft gun. The extensive technical training may intensify the experience, so that even though I have automatic sights that lead the targets for me, I can appreciate what they do. Would my euphoria at hitting anything be as great without that background, without the toil, the slight suffering of hard work that drove me downwards, created a negative feeling which is the same as saying a potential of positive feeling, which when discharged had all the more powerful an effect. And then this elation was curiously colored when I started seeing pilots bailing out of the fireballs I was planting in the sky. A slight nausea mixed in and gave me a more rounded experience - I felt sophisticated. Now that I'm back home I'm looking for some kind of analog to mix in with the climaxes with my girlfriend.





the refractive index of agitprop


Fri Mar 11 2011


Neighborhood children use their toys to reenact the public execution of political dissidents.





running interference


Sat Mar 12 2011


He brings another woman home late in the evening, who he says is a stranded motorist that he has rescued. The wife moves quickly to befriend this woman, in a calculated ploy to first get her away from her husband and then also to deal with her own jealousy by humanizing the other woman. This ploy will bring the woman deeper into their lives.





divergence


Sun Mar 13 2011


The patron was being escorted by the doctors through the new ward and being shown the new procedures. They stopped at a bed that was surrounded by a few attendants, a mild glow, and a soft hum. The doctor explained that after the surgery on this man's abnormally curved spine, they were running current through the wound - just as in the diagram he had shown the patron the previous week. Perhaps his graciousness remembers? Of course. Note the small bleached ball collecting at one end of the wound. The patron rested his hand briefly on one of the struts of the apparatus that crouched over the bed, and he felt a jolt that seemed to start from the turquoise knob of his walking stick in his other hand, through his body and into the apparatus. For a moment he felt he was on the bed, with his back open, and the current running through him at a strong constant throb. He staggered back from the bed and the impression passed.

Over the next week the patient, who had shared a glimpse from out of the eyes of the patron, lay and schemed of how to recreate those circumstances. He was convinced if it happened again, and for a little longer, he could escape this agony and into the body of the patron. He began to try and manipulate the staff - he told them he was actually the patron, who had become trapped in this tortured body on the bed. In fact this was the story he came to believe himself.

The patron returned, sat down next to him and had a long talk. "Don't you see," he told the patient, "That we didn't switch places, but that for a while we were the same person, who was then split again? Like two streams of water which flow together for a while and then are again split, you can't say that one has changed places with the other. And if we repeated the experiment, we would have the same result. The consciousness in this body on the bed would again feel he had been left behind."

The patient responded, "But what if we both escaped into you and we left this body to die?"

"No, you still don't understand. Consciousness is not additive in that way. That would be the same as if I killed you right now, which I am certainly not going to do."





promoter


Mon Mar 14 2011


An impresario slowly builds his career to unprecedented heights. Starting from promoting bands in clubs, block parties and neighborhood summer festivals, then producing theater, and eventually organizing two-week long music and arts festivals that are so large they only occur every five years. He is proclaimed a national hero. However the public turns against him when he tries to launch a privately-run sports league in competition with the state-run teams.





coiffure


Tu Mar 15 2011


Civil rights were defined at several dozen levels, according to caste. Caste was indicated by hairstyle, and eventually elaborate wigs. If you could buy or find the appropriate wig, you could be treated as well as you liked. Two brothers set to making themselves wigs. One of them doesn't have the patience for it; the other makes it his career to make wigs for others.





we march


Wed Mar 16 2011


Put on your armor, and assemble! Our intercessor has prayed to the god of politickings, but his zircon dice have already shown us that he is not listening. The minced meat has been prepared for the long march ahead. We will sleep on pillows filled with herbs the first week, the second week we will eat those herbs and rest our heads upon rocks. Our mathematicians have proven that in the algebra of insult, there can be no reciprocal operation to our retribution. We will compel their courtesy. Future sedimentologists will puzzle over their plasmids.





offsite


Thu Mar 17 2011


The emperor invited all of the regional governors to a spa for a week, to discus the foreign affairs of the empire. His general walks in on two of them discussing how they can get rid of the general. The general told them not to worry. He had nothing to fear from them, and unless the emperor gave him orders otherwise, they had nothing to fear from him. The emperor has decided to give one of the governorships to a foreign prince to secure an alliance with his father, but hasn't decided which one yet.





meeting the Nandi


Fri Mar 18 2011


As he waited RM was thinking about his next hunting expedition. If he could find a new species, perhaps he could sell the specimen to the natural museum to help pay of his gambling debts. Finally the delegation arrived from the rebel tribe. One man stepped forward as the leader. RM took his hand, and while still clasping it, drew his revolver with his other hand and shot him dead.





superficial feeling


Sat Mar 19 2011


A young man develops severe acne after marrying early and cannot convince himself that his wife's feelings for him are unaffected.





traces


Sun Mar 20 2011


When he is finally arrested for burglary he learns that the charges include attempted murder beacuse he had disturbed an area kept sterile for a person suffering from an immune deficiency.





check


Mon Mar 21 2011


I have never been particularly good at chess, but when I was a child I was smitten by a fancy chess set in the window of the game shop my mother took me to to buy my sets for a collectible card game. I was so far from being good at chess that I wasn't even interested in learning to play it until I had that chess set. When confronted by a friend who wanted to start a chess club at school I tried to be snotty about the set he had brought to play with. "Well my dad won't let me take his set out of the house," he said.

"Well," I replied, "maybe we could play at your house. Do you think he would let us play with his set there?" I expected the answer to be no, but the next day my friend invited me over.





new strategies for the labyrinth


Tue Mar 22 2011


We find Ariadne's thread is cut. The minotaur has been cutting it. Her sister devises a strategy involving making left or right turns and painting the wall to mark your choice. We then found that he started adding additional marks. Finally we took to drawing a map as we went, and discovered a large area on the map we couldn't account for.





appetizer


Wed Mar 23 2011


Chewing it leaves you disfigured. It smells really bad at first, but as you eat certain related foods, you start to crave it, and its smell becomes irresistible. Diners who aren't as hungry at the beginning of the meal, and don't eat as fast, are put off by the behavior of those who first come under its spell. It's often presented as a dare, but sometimes it is put out at the beginning of a meal without warning.





apple tree


Thu Mar 24 2011


An apple tree grows in the back yard. The young daughter while climbing it falls badly and breaks her neck. She is alive when she enters the ambulance but pronounced dead at the hospital. Her father ponders a choice: to cut down the tree or not. We follow him down both paths.





an afternoon in the shop


Fri Mar 25 2011


"You can have lunch after you sweep up," said the boss. The more I swept the more the dust and debris seemed to spread out on the floor all around me.

"Don't just sweep it into the corners. Save it, for my garden mulch," said my co-worker. "You gotta have something to keep you going, something that makes you happy. For me it's my garden," he said. As a guiding abstracation, that would only weaken me. But I didn't say anything. I looked down at the floor, and in my mind it dissolved into the shifting granules that play across the surface of the sun. I lost myself in that to make the time go by.





exculpation tour


Sat Mar 26 2011


I had tuned in to watch the program "boiling frog" in which contestants dove for silver coins at the bottom of a tank that was being gradually heated. However, a special bulletin interrupted the normal programming. The head of state was speaking on a stage. "Ladies and gentlemen of the press, thank you all for coming. Those at home, thank you for viewing. I didn't want to officially deny the charges against me that have been circulating in the press, until I could present the evidence to exonerate myself. Cue the musicians, please." What followed was a slide show presentation, with the live witnesses brought out in chains for questioning by both the head of state, and the press. At the end he announced that he was taking the presentation on tour as a road show - hitting clubs, theaters and college campuses to make it as intimate as possible, so the people could perform their own questioning and get to the bottom of this. My friends were already contacting me about getting tickets for the date in our city.





reminder


Sun Mar 27 2011


I dreamed about you again, a day or two after we ran into each other on the train. Somehow we were kissing, which I believed. Then you talked about leaving him, and that's when I knew it was a dream.





purge


Mon Mar 28 2011


One of the initiation rites of our order involves fire. The name of the ceremony is never uttered, and it is conducted in silence. However from certain texts revered by our order the student can infer that its purpose is to purge any atoms of impiety, that are considered to be able to physically pollute the initiate. During the ceremony there is a coruscation, which I can only imagine to be these impious particles being burned off. The image excites me greatly. I have come to believe that it is this excitement which makes the name of ceremony unutterable. The excitement firghtens me, and I try to convince myself that it cannot be shameful if it cannot be named.





gleemen


Tue Mar 29 2011


Many thought that the bard show was a frivolous exercise after the first two years of struggle to settle the land, but it helped to put things into perspective. So many of us had been focused on cultivating the subsoil, since the topsoil ws so thin, that we almost didn't take notice of the deaths an imprisonments. The show brought them back to us and helped us to consider them as we shaped future policy. Most of us thought that the romance sections were overblown, but those were what kept the show popular decades later back in the mother city. And those royalty checks we all received earned us more than the produce of the colony.





impostor


Wed Mar 30 2011


Her husband continued to argue with the doctors about her condition, insisting that there was a system-wide disruption of her krebs cycle, possibly because of some polymorph of one of the reagents that has spread through her system, like ice-9 from that Kurt Vonnegut book. She reluctantly made the decision to switch her next of kin/power of attorney to her parents.





threshing


Thu Mar 31 2011


The threshing cabin, where wheat was first smoked and dried and then beaten on the floor, was holy ground. When a man was killed within, it could not be investigated. Which established the place as somewhere you could kill with impunity.





April 2011




operational limits


Fri Apr 01 2011


The build and test cycle was very annoying, because I had to compile it then transfer it to my bicycle. I thought a lot about putting a simplified set of gears in my office, but never got around to it. Once releasing it I got feedback and bug reports from a bunch of riders, but what really did it for me was someone who was entering the Race Across America. I wound up joining his team. Even though he didn't finish, it was simply amazing to see a person run up against, and a little bit past, his physical and psychological limits.





dissonance


Sat Apr 02 2011


An eleven year old girl discovers her mother is having an affair. She sends anonymous blackmail notes to her mother, using greeting cards which play old pop tunes when you open them. The selection of tunes is a bit off, since an eleven year old does not know the old songs as well as her mother.





new sound


Sun Apr 03 2011


I was employed by a specialty musical instrument maker, testing out possible new drums by hollowing things out and hitting them with sticks. There's another guy on staff who thinks up new wind instruments, and another who handles strings. We have one client who fancies himself an avant garde musician (big Harry Partch fan) who comes in regularly and buys some of the wierder stuff we come up with. He's really just a kid who grew up with too much money. We all thought of him as a no-talent hack. One day a guy show up who says he's from Spin magazine, he says he wanted to come by and see the shop where this genius gets all of his unique instruments. He appears to be sincere. We were somewhat baffled. But even moreso when the cops showed up a couple days later to question us after this supposed writer was found fleeing the would-be musician's spacious house, after the musician's mysterious death.





monody


Mon Apr 04 2011


The topic was always the same, but the particulars of the story were always different, often ad-libbed. Among her people, the most popular musical style was of a single voice, a capella, singing a mournful ode lamenting the plunder of a village by marauders. She hated it, and was embarrased when her parents sang it. But she met a boy who loved that style.





walk don't run


Tue Apr 05 2011


The meditations he did, the mental exercises in self-delusion, protected him from feeling geeky. They provided a plastic sheeting over his sense of self, continuous throughout each day as long as he did those exercises every morning and every night. He used daily readings, which reminded him for example to avoid flatulence, and that the word "discourage" was made up of "courage" and the name of a city in Dante's vision of hell. When the fire drill at work turned out to be a real fire, his discipline paid off.





drill


Wed Apr 06 2011


He enjoyed being in love so much that he made flash cards of his beloved's face, which he would flip through during idle moments on the train or in line shopping, to make sure he didn't fall out of love.





music circles


Thu Apr 07 2011


In 1992, the former chairman of the astronomy department of Boston University discovered four new theorems of Euclidean geometry by examining pictures of crop circles. He also discovered but did not publish a fifth theorem which generalized the other four. He challenged readers of two scientific journals to come up with the fifth theorem. Subsequent crop circles demonstrated this fifth theorem. And these theorems involve diatonic ratios, making them the first geometric theorems that can be directly linked to music theory. Which begs the question of whether they were known to the Pythagoreans.





flashbacks


Fri Apr 08 2011


Although he was expecting to fight against China, Randall is drafted as a nurse to treat the victims of the pandemic. He happens to be reading Philip K Dick's journal, describing the super-imposition of Rome at the time of the biblical book of Acts on top of Nixonian America, and a few days later he undergoes a similar experience, but the world is tripled: his present, and also the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918 during the World War One, and the plague of Athens during the Peloponnesian War.





release


Sat Apr 09 2011


Sarah was on shift when the accident happened. She knew it was Alan's fault that the toxic chemicals were released into the atmosphere. She wasn't sure she agreed with management's stance not to look for a scapegoat, but to bear the responsibility as a company. They had a tough time fighting the DA, who was looking for someone to hang a manslaughter charge on, but it looked like the company was going to come through.





interdiction


Sun Apr 10 2011


Based on a doctrinal dispute the head of the church forbade the head of state of a nearby nation from performing marriages, or granting authority to perform marriages. He travelled to the country to re-vest his priesthood with marriage authority an re-invigorate or re-establish the chruch ceremonies. He was surprised by what a PR problem the church had as a result of the dispute with the state.





partially surrounded


Mon Apr 11 2011


A brother and sister are on a family vacation at a lake resort. A fishing excursion with Dad is cancelled because of rain. Mom stays in the bedroom and takes the nap she had planned on, while the father gets a call from work and buries himself in his laptop. He gives the kids money and they walk into the small main street to the bait/drug store, which also has a counter where they sell italian ice. They buy some italian ice and while eating it talk to the boy who is the son of the owners. He is playing with a cat by trapping it under a laundry basket.





watch


Tue Apr 12 2011


It was discovered that you could entangle a particle with versions of itself from a different moment in time, and time viewers were constructed that produced a pencilly sketch of other moments in the past. These were used in courts, news reports and documentaries until it was discovered that the mental state of the operator had an effect on the images shown, which besides opening up several legal cases to appeal, revealed puzzling aspects of the nature of time.





chart


Wed Apr 13 2011


Two tribes live uneasily with each other in slightly overlapping territories, and are both menaced by a larger tribe that occasionally invades. One of them introduces the new concept of a map, which outlines each of their spaces, and using it they able to work together and repel the invader.





transubstantiation


Thu Apr 14 2011


When he poured syrup on his pancakces, he liked to say he was "baptizing" them. It became a bit of a ritual in his head, and one day when he ran out of syrup he just said a little prayer over them. Then the idea, or rather the concern is what he'd call it, naturally spread to all of his other food.





grisly


Fri Apr 15 2011


She showed up as a substitute teacher to a biology class and asked what unit they were on. They said they were studying the archaeopteryx.

"What about the archaeopteryx?"

"Its biomechanics. Could it really fly, or just glide? Did it flap its wings in flight?"

"Well," she said. "Let's watch a movie and then we can discuss the biophysics of bears." She popped in Herzog's Grizzly Man. Unfortunately the discussion turned to the physics of eating.





hematoximeter


Sat Apr 16 2011


A travelling doctor came to town with a device to detect blood poisoning. He placed a collar around the upper arm, and flipped a switch on an attached block, which emitted clicks. The clicks on the machine measured the toxicity of the blood, much like a geiger counter. Too many clicks, and you couldn't return to your farm. It was better for you to come to his sanitarium.





repeated


Sun Apr 17 2011


A mason works two jobs during the same week - building an elaborate barbecue pit in the backyard of an investment banker, and redoing a wall that had water damage at an Episcopal church. At both places he denies having read "The Cask of Amontillado," but responds to the reference with a false story of finding the remains of a child behind a wall some years ago.





gift


Mon Apr 18 2011


The little girl looked at it in the store window and assumed that she couldn't have it. She went to get her mom and brought her over to confirm its unaffordability. Her mom was with a friend, who came along. Just as she thought, her mom told her it was too expensive, she couldn't have it. Her mom's friend thought that was sad, and bought it for the little girl. Her mom was very thankful, but the little girl didn't want a present from this other woman.





territory


Tue Apr 19 2011


I was a robber, but local - I drifted from town to town, slowly, until I met my mentor, who was nationwide. He would flit from one town to another across the country and back. His whereabouts were never certain. In a pinch he could try to construct an alibi with distant receipts dated before and after a break in. And he would never fence the goods in the same town where he stole them. His biggest problem was dealing with the mob.





novelty


Wed Apr 20 2011


Kevin liked to sneak neologisms into conversation. Others would repeat them later, and when challenged on them, become enraged at Kevin. He got beat up a lot, and after a while nobody at his office wanted to work with him on any projects. He thought the perfect woman for him would be one that shared his penchant for making up words. But it turned out to be one who didn't quite get it, and so wasn't perturbed by it.





memory cave


Thu Apr 21 2011


No one in the colony can remember more than a year back. Every six months we don our summerwear and go to the memory cave, because we think one of these times it might help. Melodies hit us as we stoop through it, led by flares to the far exit. I think there must be children, and where might they have gone. I think there must be some group of people doing this, and I wonder what their reason is, how they legimitize this to themselves.





invite


Fri Apr 22 2011


His job was to glue diacritic marks into all of the magazines that came into the library that didn't have them already. He remained well-mannered despite the scoldings his boss would give him for no reason at all. He prayed for his boss. He was twenty-five. One of the library patrons invited him to dinner, but he refused. His reason was that he would feel obligated to invite the patron to his own apartment for dinner in return, and his apartment was too modest to host a guest. The patron promised he would find a way to have him for dinner and make sure his sense of obligation was satisfied.





multiplier


Sat Apr 23 2011


He spent his afternoons sitting in a smoky circular room wearing a bio-feedback tunic and listening to white noise over headphones. The more he generated alpha waves, the greater boost he gave to the computer as it executed several logic runs. His employers were calculating optimal gun calibers for various operations. Their results would contribute to the overthrow, and he would be spared in the first purges.





torrential


Tue Apr 24 2011


Taking file sharing networks as inspiration, students at the school of black magic set up a way to duplicate summoned demons and creatures. It didn't work well. Not only did the students wind up suspended, they had to shovel up the results of their experiment, and hang them up for the owls.





cloudy


Wed Apr 25 2011


I was propelled by the graduation requirements into giving up school. I was in my fourth year, one semester left, when they changed the graduation requirements, propelling me into dropping out. I didn't have enough money for all the new classes I had to take. Trying to get some official final document that I could reference on my resume was an exercise in frustration. The school placement office suggested getting an internship, though many companies kind of expected you to be an active student. I was telling this to my drug dealer when he told me he could use someone to come along on a deal just to give the impression of his having muscle. I didn't think that would be my path into the corporate world. Let me just day that large organizations do scenario planning, and small organizations are too focused on being disruptive, causing the things that large organizations have to plan for.





network branch


Tue Apr 26 2011


He lept down from the tower to check the terminal. The latency had been fixed. He returned to the microphone, and his influence once more travelled out to the unpruned territories. But a voice came back. It said, "Your speeches are like chipped paint. I am coming to help you resurface. Look for my horse." He couldn't decide if it was a threat or an offer of help.





calm by contrast


Wed Apr 27 2011


The drug we will give you is a sympathomimetic, that is it induces a fight or flight response. Some drugs in this class are used to deal with cardiac arrest, some to get high. This one induces panic. You will be given this drug constantly, for a week. When we gave this drug to cattle they stopped grazing, and didn't resume for another week after the drug stopped. We'd like to know: what will you desire at the end of this week? Hopefully you won't develop phthsis from the stress put on your lungs. Our first volunteer subject now lives venerated in an iron lung. We think we've solved that problem though.





flotsam


Thu Apr 28 2011


We opened the warehouse and gazed at thousands of pommel horses. They were engulfed by the waters, which then lifted them and swept them out the door so that they could in their turn engulf the waterfowl which were too slow to fly off from their rest upon the smaller waves between buildings. We fashioned nets out of barbed wire. As we sailed between the cities I dreamed of composing a poem that would make things better, give people a new way to deal with things, or at least hope. But my elder companion scowled, and said that was what started this mess, was a poem.





apprentice


Fri Apr 29 2011


He had developed a technique for greatly extending life. He used it mainly on animals - his horse, his pet dog. He used it on himself only to a certain degree, not to arouse suspicion. He wanted to pass on the technique, to teach it to someone so that it would be preserved. But he didn't want to publicize it. So he took great care in choosing a worthy apprentice. But people change. It took several years to teach, and near the end of his life he changed his mind. He decided he did want to promulgate the tehnique, and make it available to the general public. But his student remained steadfast, and opposed him.





keeping the peace


Sat Apr 30 2011


The peacemakers were put into a preserve, a reservation, so they wouldn't bother anyone anymore. Forsaken even by their mothers, the only people who showed interest in them were the zoologists who came there to study the other endangered animals.





May 2011




devalue


Sun May 01 2011


He lost his sense of smell in prison, but certain aromas would make his eyes water: rotting flesh, tomatoes. As a child he had premonitions that he would conquer death for the world. As he matured his understanding changed. He felt he would reduce the fear of death. He spent his career working toward this goal, but through his data processing he only wound up reducing the cost of death. And as the price of death went down, so did the value of life. His scent-triggered tears were the only echoes left of his former dread, which he now realized was the same as awe, and a form of exaltation.





stake


Mon May 02 2011


What started as a mutual aid society evolved over several hundred years into a religion. Though now administered by a priestly class, it still retained its functions of financial welfare. A new form of government threatened to take away this function unless it allowed heretics to buy into the system.





counter


Tue May 03 2011


The district was underrepresented, or at least the business whose headquarters was there felt its interests were underrepresented. The board chose to bankroll a third-rate politician they felt they could control. She was female, which gave her some extra votes and some cachet in the assembly. An opposition member opened a small probe into some business dealings of her ex-husband, which came to light through the court divorce records. The board tried to find out what outside interest is prompting the opposition member to do this.





inspiration


Wed May 04 2011


A beekeeper experiments with different kinds of honey made wholly from the nectar of a particular flower. He invites to his home the president of the national board of trade to try and get a grant to develop an export business. Unfortunately when the representative tastes some of the lotus honey he stops breathing.





Hasdrubal's head


Thu May 05 2011


After the battle, when consul Gaius Claudius Nero had Hasdrubal's head cut off, he made his plan known among the soldiers that he intended to throw the severed head into Hannibal's camp. During the march from Metaurus back to Apulia the troops debated who would cast the throw, and it was generally agreed that one of the better known athletes of the army would be asked. This legionnaire even made a few practice throws during the march. But once they arrived in front of Hannibal's camp the consul packed the head in a padded bag to prevent it from being destroyed and had it propelled over the camp walls with a catapult. He ordered trumpets to sound at the same time, and also launched a few flowers with the head to make sure Hannibal would examine the package.





sacred flower


Fri May 06 2011


It was his Saturday work to gather all of the diverse flowers laid neatly on the graves and burn them on the central altar in order to send them straight to the dead, and so that they would not be taken by any animals or rot on the graves. His work at the cemetery made him untouchable to most of the community, but there was one woman at the market place who didn't seem to care, and who greeted him with as much friendship as she showed anyone esle. One day the idea struck him to take to her one of the flowers, kept from the holy flames.





proposition


Sat May 07 2011


He made a speech to the family, "I believe if we hold together, we can solve this paradox." Strewn in front of them were the contradictions expelled by the machines. They crouched down and set to work. "See," he said, holding up one from the pile and scrubbing it with a brush from his breast pocket, "This one is reconcilable."

One of the small boys turned to his sister and whispered, "Why do we have to help this guy become our uncle again? I don't really like him."





enticement


Sun May 08 2011


The red tire was shredded, and the pieces tufted out into feathers. Next to it on the wall of the bar were photographs of all the people who wore it during their crucifixions. The last one was dated five years ago. The head clerk came up to me, handed me a beer, and invited me to sit down. He then explained to me that he had a rare pet cuckoo bird that he wanted to breed. He had another breeder ready to bring a mate. But this bird only nested in a tire worn by someone on the cross. And crime was down. He wanted me to incite someone to commit a crime worthy of crucifixion. "No problem," I said. "But I'll need to be paid in advance."





remember to feed it


Mon May 09 2011


Since his wife had died he didn’t want to have anything much to do with the cat. She was the one who took care of it. He opened the back door and let it out, and when he didn’t let it back in, it got the message, and went to fend for itself. After a month or two it started to come back around again, and leave presents of dead animals by the front door. It wouldn’t stand next to them, though. It would stand off to the side, under the bushes, to see how he reacted.





